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L egidative Assembly of Alberta

Title: Monday, April 2, 2007
Date: 07/04/02
[The Speaker in the chair]

1:00 p.m.

head: Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon.

Let uspray. Inour mind’s eye let us see the awesome grandeur
of the Rockies, the denseness of our forests, the fertility of our
farmland, the splendour of our rivers, the richness of our resources,
the energy of our people. Then let us rededicate ourselves as wise
stewards of such bounty on behalf of al Albertans. Amen.

Hon. membersand ladiesand gentlemen, kindly joinin now inthe
singing of our national anthem. We'll be led today by Mr. Paul
Lorieau. Please participate in the language of your choice.

Hon. Members:
O Canada, our home and native land!
True patriot lovein al thy sons command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

The Speaker: Thank you, Sir.
Please be seated.

head:
The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance.

Introduction of Visitors

Dr. Oberg: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It isindeed an
honour to introduce to you and through you to the Members of the
L egislative Assembly the ambassador from the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam, His Excellency Nguyen Duc Hung. With Ambassador
Nguyen isthe first secretary of the Vietnamese embassy in Ottawa,
Mr. Nguyen Viet Dzung. | had the opportunity to have lunch with
these two gentlemen today. In one of life’s little coincidences |
actually first met Ambassador Nguyen in Vietnamin ameeting | had
with the Prime Minister of Vietham a little over a year ago.
Ambassador Nguyen is here today to explore trade opportunities
with the province of Alberta, which, by theway, have doubled in the
last two years, aswell asto look at labour relations with Albertafor
thepotential of supplying labour to Albertafor our workforce needs.
I would ask Ambassador Nguyen and Mr. Nguyen Viet Dzung to
please stand and receive the warm welcome of the Legidative
Assembly.

head:

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Employment, Immigration and
Industry.

Introduction of Guests

M s Evans: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | am very proud to
introduce four people from my staff who are either brand new or
relatively new policy analysts. Thefirstis Chris Tyrkalo. Heisthe
person that does our action requests in our branch. The second,
Brandon Lunty, is newly appointed to our ministry, responsible for
the building and educating tomorrow’s workforce strategy. The
third, Sylvia Lepki, has been a policy analyst since November, and

she's also working on the 10-year labour force strategy. Finaly,
Sheila Harrison, from the workforce development branch, has
previously worked as an adviser and worked for contract service
providers in career services. Sheis also working on many of the
areas where we complement Children’s Services and Persons with
Development Disabilities. 1'd ask them to please stand and be
acknowledged by this Assembly.

Ms Tarchuk: Mr. Speaker, it's my pleasure today to rise and
introduce to you and through you to all members of the Assembly
some employees of Children’s Serviceswho worked on asuccessful
and award-winning campaign on the prevention of family violence.
TheAdvertising Club of Edmonton, or ACE, isanonprofit organiza-
tion that through networking, professional development, and
competition assists Edmonton’ s advertising community to strivefor
excellence. Each year ACE honoursthe best work by local agencies
onregional, provincial, and national campaignsjudged by apanel of
senior advertising experts from across North America.

The prevention of family violence campaign caled End the
Silence, Stop the Violence won anumber of ACE awards on March
3. Fight Circle won the public service broadcast ACE award, the
television single award, and the peopl€e's choice award. | want to
add that the peopl€e's choice award is selected based on a survey of
Albertans. The one called Postcard won the public service print
award of distinction. Finaly, the entire campaign won the advertis-
ing campaign award of distinction.

Mr. Speaker, family violence is a dark mark on society, and we
know that education isakey to bringing it to an end. Thiscampaign
isabig step towards bringing the issue of family violence out in the
open, wherewe can optimize opportunitiesto help victimsand break
the cycle of violence.

I’d liketo ask the people who helped devel op this award-winning
campaign to rise and accept the traditional warm welcome of the
Assembly: Sheryl Fricke, Keltie MacPherson, DesireeMagnus, Lisa
Nisbet, Tom Fowler, Deborah Hurford, Jackie Katan, and Shane
Gauthier.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and Wellness.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. I1t's my pleasure today to
introduce to you and through you to members of the Assembly four
esteemed members of the Alberta pharmacy community who are
seated in the members' gallery. I'd ask that you join mein welcom-
ing them when they’ve all been introduced. All of these guests are
working hard on behalf of Alberta's pharmacists to ensure that
Albertans are provided with outstanding quality of care. They're
here today to commemorate the enactment of the pharmacists
profession regulation, which came into effect yesterday, April 1.
This regulation widens the scope of practice for health care profes-
sionalsand isakey component of our workforce strategy. Fromthe
Alberta College of Pharmacists we have Greg Eberhart, registrar of
the college, and Mr. Jeff Whissell, president of the college. From
the Pharmacists Association of Albertawe have Mr. Cam Johnston,
acting CEO, and Mr. Jeremy Slobodan, board president. I'd ask
them all to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of the
Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne.

Mr. Vander Burg: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today | have 31
students from the St. Joseph school in Whitecourt. They are
accompanied by their teachersMrs. Marilyn Wright and Mrs. Penny
Bell as well as parent helpers Colleen Matvichuk, Michelle
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Pederson, KylaRose, Ken Podul sky, Bryan Retzl off, Ken Westling,
Tom Jackson, Sonyal avallee, Kathy Mclvor, Sheila Stuckless, Bea
Samson. They are seated inthe members' gallery. | would ask them
to rise and receive the warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lacombe-Ponoka.

Mr. Prins: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | believe my guests may not
have arrived yet, but | would like to introduce them to you and
through you to all members when they arrive later during question
period. They're agroup of 21 political science students from The
King's University College herein Edmonton. They’ll be accompa-
nied by their political science professor, Dr. John Hiemstra, and
they'll be spending a couple of hours in the building here today
studying how we do government in Alberta.
Thank you very much.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It's my honour today to
introduce a family friend and dynamic young political science
student from the University of Alberta, Ryan Fontaine. I'll ask him
to stand up and receive the welcome of the Legislature.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford.

Mr. R. Miller: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It's my
pleasure today to introduce to you and through you to al members
of this Assembly a trusted friend, a valued supporter, a fellow
Rotarian, and the past president of the Edmonton Gateway Rotary
Club, Mr. Patrick Slinn. | would ask Patrick to please rise and
receive the traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 1I'm pleased to
introduce to you and through you to this Assembly three guests
today. They are Janet Gibbens, Hellen Shiloff, and Don Crisall.
Today isthe 206th day of the strike at the Palace Casino. Janet has
worked at the casino for 14 years as a dealer. She is one of the
leaders of the strike and has been apowerful voice for workers. The
union hasjust won avictory against the employer’ sattempt to refuse
theright of workersto wear union pins, and Janet’ stestimony hel ped
win this battle.

1:10

Hellen Shiloff has worked at the Palace Casino since the summer
of 1991 and isapit boss. Hellen grew up in Cambria, Alberta, and
has lived in Edmonton since 1966. She has been a very strong
picketer on theline and since the strike began has been appointed to
the union’s bargaining committee. Despite the length of the strike
sheremains asresilient as ever.

Finally, Mr. Spesker, they arejoined by one of UFCW local 401's
organizers, Mr. Don Crisall. They are seated in the public gallery,
and | would now ask that they rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.
Mr. Eggen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It gives me gresat pleasure to

introduce to you and through you to the members of this Assembly
Lexi and Brad Golinsky. Lexi and Brad arefrom Leduc, where Brad

is a constable for the RCMP and Lexi is an elementary school
teacher. They areal so avid baseball and hockey players, and last but
not least Lexi ismy first cousin. 1’d ask Lexi and Brad in the public
gallery to please rise and receive the warm welcome of the Assem-
bly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you very much, Mr. Spesker. I'm especialy
delighted today to introduceto you and through you to the Assembly
five guests seated in the public gallery. Akashya and Prabhat
Sharma are visiting our wonderful country and province from my
home town of Jalandhar in Punjab, India. Akashya Sharmais a
physician specializing in Ayurvedic medicine, and both he and his
wife are proud parents of two lovely children, Priyaand Pavithar.

Accompanying them are their hosts, three long-time Edmonton-
ians, Kamni and Shakti Goutam and their son Nauneet. Kamni
Goutam is one of the pioneers in the Indo-Canadian community,
having come to Edmonton in the late 1960s, and has been a long-
time local businessman in Edmonton. His wife, Shakti, has been
serving our community for the past 30 years through her work with
seniors at Extendicare Holyrood. Nauneet, their son, isastudent at
NAIT studying business and marketing. | will now request my
guests to please rise and receive the warm welcome of the Assem-
bly.

The Speaker: Arethere others? The hon. Member for Edmonton-
Manning.

Mr. Backs: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is my great pleasure and
honour to introduce to you and through you to all the members of
this great House of democracy three visitorsto our Assembly today.
They are Michadl Janusz and his lovely wife, Irmie, as well as
Catherine Obacz. Now, Michael is a former French foreign
legionnaire, who distinguished himself in battle and was a 33-year
engineer with CN Rail. Irmiewas, of course, the executive director
of the Whitecourt chamber of commercein the past and wasalso the
president of the executivedirectorsacrossthe provincefor chambers
of commerce. Please rise and receive the warm welcome of our
Alberta Legidlature, and please welcome them.

head:
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Montrose.

Members Statements

Opportunitiesfor New Canadians

Mr. Pham: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Alberta is the home of
approximately 40,000 Vietnamese Canadians, many of whom came
to Canadainthe 1980saspolitical refugees. If you wereto ask these
individuals what they value the most in Alberta, the answer would
resoundingly bethe freedom that they enjoy, followed closely by the
respect held for human rightsin our province. Viethamese Canadi-
ans are provided the same opportunities as every other Canadian to
reach their full potential, and asaresult many of thefirst and second
generations are highly successful. They have become doctors,
lawyers, CEOs, engineers, and scientists. They have made their
dreams reality, and our society is richer because of their contribu-
tion. These same peoplewould have probably ended up on the street
or in jail had they not |eft Vietnam.

When people are not alowed to reach their full potential, al of
society loses. Itisnot acoincidencethat poverty usually walks hand
in hand with apoor record of human rights. Take North and South
Korea as examples. North Korea has everything that South Korea
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has, but their human capital isgrossly underutilized and not allowed
to fulfill its potential. Asaresult, North Koreais much poorer than
South Korea.

In the United States following the American Civil War, Robert E.
Lee, the general-in-chief of the south, was treated with respect and
dignity by the north. When asked why ageneral of a defeated army
was treated with such respect, the reason provided was that they
were adl Americans, and if one was humiliated, they were all
humiliated. | believethat thisisthe correct way to rebuild acountry,
and | hope that all war-torn countries can learn from that lesson.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-L ougheed.

Dr. Thaddeus Demong

Mr. Rodney: Thank you, Mr. Spegker. Itisagreat pleasurefor me
today to draw to the attention of all Albertans through the hon.
members of this House the incredible works of Dr. Thaddeus
Demong, a hero of mine and a constituent of mine in Calgary-
Lougheed. Thad was born and educated in Sarawak, Malaysia, on
theisland of Borneo. He' sone of nine children of atribal chief, and
asayoung man he was atop-tier Colombo plan student who fought
hard to pursue studies in medicine at the University of Alberta.
Afterward Thad returned to Sarawak, where asamedica officer he
promoted development of a new rural hospital and public health
policiesin TB control and sanitation.

Dr. Demong immigrated to Canada in 1974 and began an
ophthalmology residency at the U of A. He went on to obtain a
fellowship in corneal surgery and then established his extremely
well-respected practicein Calgary. Thad hasworked extensively in
establishing the Lion's Eye Bank of southern Alberta for the
procurement and timely distribution of corneal tissue and has been
recognized for hiswork by the Lions ClubsInternational Foundation
as adistinguished Melvin Jones fellow.

In addition to al of this, Thad has participated in the Canadian
vision care program, which operatesin devel oping countries such as
Jamaicaand in Dr. Demong’ s native Sarawak. Thad has also taught
medica students and residents at the University of Kuala Lumpur.

Mr. Speaker, in 2005 | was honoured to offer Dr. Demong an
Alberta centennial medallion, and last month he received the 2007
immigrant of distinction professional award from the Calgary
Immigrant Aid Society.

I have the utmost personal and professional respect for Dr.
Demong and his wonderful wife, Carol, who have worked on so
many organizations and have provided the priceless gift of sight to
thousands around Alberta and around the world. | trust that
members of this Assembly will join me now in expressing admira
tion and gratitudefor the miraclesthat the Demongswork every day.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Building L eader ship for Action in Schools T oday

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 1'd like to
recognize an outstanding group of young women attending the
Nellie McClung program at Oliver school in Edmonton-Centre.
Theseyoung women formed aBLAST team, building |eadership for
action in schoolstoday, in their school with the help of the Alberta
Lung Association and AADAC. They have done an undercover
investigation, a video, a media event and public presentation, a
postcard campaign to the previous minister of health, and have
worked with me astheir MLA. Last year | hosted thisBLAST team

herein the Assembly during the debate on the cancer legacy act, and
this year | am bringing forward Motion 523 to support their cam-
paign to ban power walls.

These Nellie girls have been awarded a blue ribbon champion
award by the Edmonton and Area Tobacco Reduction Network for
their work in banning power walls. Now they’ retaking the next step
in organizing a half-day conference for their peers at arally on the
steps of the Legislature tomorrow at hoon, April 3, and we have
asked again for ameeting with the minister in the hopes that we can
convince himtojoin usand ban power walls. These power wallsare
the large tobacco displays that are afixture in every gas station and
convenience store showing the packages of most tobacco brands.
Thisfeature is why our kids know what the colour a package of du
Maurier is and what the logo for a Camels pack of cigarettes |ooks
like.

I’mvery proud of thework that the Nellie girlshave done over the
past two years. Some members of the BLAST team have moved on
but al have learned important |essons about working for the issues
they believein, how to conduct research, organize public and media
events, including conferences, and how to lobby politicians to
influence policy change. Supported by their teachers, parents,
friends, and schoolmates, they’ ve done a great job. My thanks to
everyone involved.

Please join us on the steps of the Legisature tomorrow.

1:20 Standards of Practice for Phar macists

Mrs. Jablonski: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to speak about the
pharmacists profession regulation and new standards of practice
which cameinto effect on April 1, 2007. Under these new regula-
tions pharmacists, in accordance with their standards of practice, are
permitted to continue or adapt a prescription written by another
prescriber, prescribe drug treatments, and administer injectionssuch
as vaccines.

Toensurethe highest standards of patient safety, pharmacistswho
choose to prescribe must complete training established by the
Alberta College of Pharmacists. Pharmacistswill only prescribe for
those conditionsthat they are competent to assess. Community- and
institution-based pharmacists will still need to maintain their
continuing education requirements to keep up with new drugs and
therapies.

Expanding the scope of practice of pharmacistsis an example of
our health workforce strategy in action. By leveraging the expertise
of pharmacists, we are enabling them to work better as part of the
health care team, along with doctors and other health professionals,
to provide a better level of service in the community.

Pharmacists are drug experts. We rely on them to answer our
questionsin order to maintain our health. After aminimum of five
years of university training, four of which are in pharmacy and
pharmaceutical sciences, pharmacists are able to take on more
responsibility in providing advice, assessing patients, and prescrib-
ing and dispensing drugs.

The Hedlth Professions Act is enabling legislation that allows all
health professionals to use their skills and training to their full
extent. Pharmacists now have that opportunity. The pharmacists
profession regulation came into force April 1. Services offered
depend on the expertise of the pharmacist. Each pharmacist will
choose the expanded services they will add to their practice.

Mr. Speaker, for generations pharmacists have been a trusted
source of advice and knowledge about drug products, associated
supplies, and complementary therapies. We arelooking to pharma-
cists and other health care professionals to take on alarger role in
providing primary health care in our communities and neighbour-
hoods.



324 Alberta Hansard

April 2, 2007

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lacombe-Ponoka.

Federal Barley Plebiscite

Mr. Prins: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to recognize the
results of the federal barley plebiscite, that were announced on
March 28. The federal barley plebiscite results show that a strong
and clear majority of Albertan and western Canadian producers have
chosen to have the option of selling their barley in an open market.
Sixty-two per cent of western Canadian barley farmers and 78 per
cent of Alberta barley farmers have voted for choice. These results
confirm what the Alberta government already knew, that a strong
and clear majority of Alberta producers are ready for more competi-
tive options to maximize their grain marketing opportunities.

It is now time for action on this matter. We are pleased that the
federal government will open the market by August 1 of this year.
With the results in, it’s time for the government of Canada, the
Canadian Wheat Board, and the industry to work together to
strengthen the barley marketing system.

The Canadian Wheat Board must now translate their extensive
experience into success in an open market. Alberta’s position has
always been that there is a role for the Canadian Wheat Board in an
open and competitive barley market. We are looking forward, as |
know all Albertan producers are, to true marketing choice in the
marketing of barley for all Canadian producers.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood.

Patient Safety in Hospitals

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Albertans deserve
to know that their health care system is safe and that when they visit
a hospital, they won’t come out sicker than when they went in.
Albertans were understandably concerned when the government
announced serious problems with infection controls at St. Joseph’s
hospital in Vegreville. The minister of health assured us at that time
that this was an isolated incident, a claim that was brought into
question by revelations about problems in Lloydminster and in
Canmore.

There’s clearly a need for an independent, system-wide, and
public inquiry. The inquiry should start by getting a complete
understanding of the impact of the drastic cuts to health care in the
’90s and the chronic underfunding that followed. By consistently
starving the health system, this government has forced many regions
and facilities to simply make do. We know, for example, that St.
Joseph’s hospital has been requesting a surgical washing machine
for a number of years but has never been provided the funds to
obtain one.

The second issue is the failure of the Conservative government to
support a province-wide system for monitoring and enforcing
standards in hospitals. They have asked local hospitals to do more
with less and then turned a blind eye to the pressures this approach
brings.

The Health Quality Council is not the appropriate body to
investigate this concern, and the self-evaluation the minister
requested last week is just not good enough. The minister’s review
will not be independent and will not be public. Neither review will
seriously assess government responsibility for this crisis.

In response to the numerous e-mails, letters, and phone calls
received by my caucus, today I released a petition on behalf of the
NDP opposition that we will be circulating among Albertans. The
petition urges the government to immediately establish a public

inquiry into the failure of the health care system to protect the safety
of patients in its care and provide recommendations to correct the
situation. Iinvite all Albertans to visit www.ndpopposition.ab.ca for
more details on this petition.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. chair of the Select Standing Committee on
Private Bills, the hon. Member for Calgary-Bow.

head: Presenting Petitions

Ms DeLong: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. As chair of the
Standing Committee on Private Bills I beg leave to present the
following petitions that have been received for private bills under
Standing Order 98(2):
(1) the petition of lan Wilms for the CyberPol - The Global Centre
for Securing Cyberspace Act, and
(2) thepetition of Dan Reinhardt for the CREST Leadership Centre
Act.
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

head:
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Red Deer-North.

Tabling Returns and Reports

Mrs. Jablonski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today I am tabling a
petition with the required number of copies from the residents of
Monarch Place in Red Deer-North. The petition respectfully
requests a formal inquiry into the reasons for the demise of this
affordable housing complex before the impending sale.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood.

Mr. Mason: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. 1’d like to table a letter from
Leona Laddish, Olga Eliuk, and Emily Palynchuk, who are the
nieces of the late Dr. Myron Shewchuk. Dr. Shewchuk was admitted
to St. Joseph’s hospital in Vegreville and subsequently passed away,
apparently because of complications arising from MRSA. The
authors of the letter, like the Alberta NDP opposition, are calling for
a full public inquiry into our health system’s infection control
programs.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

Mr. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two documents to
table today. The first is the appropriate number of copies of British
Columbia’s Bill 17. B.C. is debating and passing legislation
regarding the trade, investment, and labour mobility agreement,
unlike the Alberta government, which has virtually been silent on
this important issue.

My second document is an e-mail from Zelma Hardin. Ms
Hardin’s 83-year-old mother had a fall last year, and while she was
in the Royal Alex hospital, she contracted a superbug. The letter
vividly describes the agony she and her mother went through.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity.

Mr. Chase: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I have two tablings
today. The first is a letter sent to Dr. Erik Wasylenko, who is
responsible for patient experience within the Calgary health region.
In her letter regarding the changes to home care, Anne Lyon, on
behalf of her husband, Richard Morris, notes that “whatever
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problems the region was trying to solve . . . the implementation
appears unplanned and uncompassionate.”

My second tabling, entitled Turning the Key, celebrates the
opening of the fabulous new Ronald McDonald House adjacent to
the equally wonderful, new children’s hospital in Calgary-Varsity
constituency. | would encourage the government to consider
supporting Inn from the Cold in acquiring the old facility.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

M s Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Two tablings
today. Thefirstisfrom constituent Rosalee Galper. Sheisawoman
with a progressive disability who lives independently with the
assistance of caregivers using the self-managed care program. She
notesthat thedollar valuesthat were satisfactory for thisprogramin
the '90s are far behind what is needed to both attract and retain
workerstoday. So that's her letter.

The second tabling. 1'd like to table the appropriate number of
copies of correspondence from Betty Gamble, who was very
concerned with the Premier's comments on the old Holy Cross
hospital. Shefeelsthat it’' stimethe government cleaned up their act
and put citizens first and feels that this is nothing except for
entitlement by some very prominent Calgary businessmen and their
slow pressure toward privatization.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

head: 1:30 Oral Question Period

St. Joseph’s General Hospital

Dr. Taft: To the Premier: when did the Premier first become aware
that there were serious problems with health care delivery at St.
Jo€' s hospital ?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, | was made aware of the issue with
respect to sterilization Thursday, | believe, March 15. That wasthe

day.

Dr. Taft: Very interesting, Mr. Speaker. Connie Marcinkoski,
whose father died of MRSA-related pneumonia, has phone records
proving that she contacted the Premier’ s constituency office and had
a 16-minute conversation in October 2003 relating her concerns
about her father's safety and care at the hospital. She never heard
back. To the Premier. The Premier committed 11 days ago to look
through his archive to find this information. Has the Premier
followed through on his commitment to find these records?

Mr. Stelmach: This member got up in the House the first time he
raised it and said it was aletter, so we were going through all of the
records. Y ou asked aquestion, so we're checking to seeif therewas
aletter written through the archives because this goes back to 2003.
Subseguently that afternoonweheard one of the mediainterviewing
thelady, and it was aphone call to my constituency assistant at that
particular time.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the Premier: has the
Premier returned that call yet? It'sthree and a haf years overdue.

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, thelady had called. She had spokento
our constituency assistant at that particular time, raised what |
believe was an issue with respect to a health service in the hospital.

My constituency assistant thanked her for the call, and that com-
pleted that particular issue.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. It sounds, actualy, like the
Premier knew about this problemyearsago. ThePremier previously
questioned whether there was any documentation to support the
claimsof problemsat St. Joseph’ shospital. A November 2003 | etter
from East Central health region indicates that Robert Bruce “ most
likely [was] exposed to MRSA whilein Acute Care at St. Joseph’'s
hospital in October 2003.” Further, a 2004 investigation under the
Protection for Persons in Care Act recommended that St. Joe's
hospital in Vegreville “ensure all staff are trained and consistent in
MRSA protocol.” Will the Premier admit that there was a serious
breakdown in health care delivery at St. Joseph’s hospital ?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, with respect to the follow-up the
minister of health will answer.

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, thisisno secret. It’'sbeen talked about
before. In fact, | mentioned it when this issue with respect to the
sterilization was first mentioned two weeks ago. St. Jo€'s hospital
has had a problem over the years with MRSA. It's not an unusua
problem. Other hospitals, other places not just in Alberta but right
across North America have been dealing with a superbug issue.
Thereisalevel of superbug and other bacteria. Peoplewould not be
surprised to know that there are bacteria and viruses in hospitals
right across North America and around the world. So this is not
new, and the fact that there are incidents and that there were
incidents at St. Joseph’sis not new.

Dr. Taft: Mr. Speaker, the residents of Vegreville and, indeed,
Albertahave questions about the safety of their health facilitiesand
the ability of this government to protect them, yet the Premier has
still not made it a priority of his to meet with the residents of
Vegrevilleonthisissue. What was moreimportant onthe Premier’s
agenda in the last 10 days than arranging a public meeting on this
life-and-dezath issue?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, my agenda, where I've been in
different corners of the province, is very public. I've beenin very
close contact with my constituents, and | can assure you | will
aways do a much better job of serving the constituents of Fort
Saskatchewan-V egreville than that person will ever do. [interjec-
tions]

Dr. Taft: Prop him up, folks. Prop him up. Clearly, this Premier

needs to be propped up by his backbenchers here, Mr. Speaker.
Again | ask: what was more important on your agenda than

meeting with your own constituents on this life-and-death issue?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, one of the other reasonswhy I'll better
serve the constituents of Fort Saskatchewan-V egrevilleis because |
tell the truth. That's very important to this House and to all other
Albertans.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. | ask you: whereisthetruthin
the Premier saying he only learned about this issue 10 days ago
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when there's a strong paper trail indicating that his office knew
about this three years ago? Where' s the truth?

Mr. Stelmach: Thetruth, Mr. Speaker, isthat therewasaphonecall
to the constituency. He' stalking about a paper trail, a strong paper
trail. One phone call to the constituency, and that's raised by the
Official Opposition.

But on the other hand, you know, with respect to being in
Vegreville, because this seemsto beareal issuefor the Leader of the
Opposition, the CBC had a program right out of Chin’s restaurant.
Our minister was there to take the calls with respect to a very
specificissue with respect to health delivery. The peoplethere were
satisfied that we were doing a good job in terms of representing
those constituents and the safety of health.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That’'s not going to wash with
the people of Alberta. They want a government that responds.

It'sclear that cutsto the health care system have dismantled strict
government oversight and left uswith a patchwork of organizations
trying to enforce and monitor events. Who, Mr. Premier, is
responsible for protecting Albertans? Each facility? Is it the
regions? Isit the Headlth Facilities Review Committee, the Health
Quality Council, or someother organization? Whoisresponsiblefor
the hedlth care system?

Mr. Stelmach: The minister of health, who reports to me.

Dr. Taft: So, again, Mr. Speaker, why won't this Premier take
responsibility, admit that this problem has been in place for years?
His office has been informed. There is correspondence from the
East Central health region. There is correspondence from the
Protection for Personsin Care Act. There€'s along set of records.
Will the Premier finaly take responsibility, meet his residents,
follow through, and protect the interests of Albertans?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, this is more than just about meeting
residents. Thisis criticaly looking at what had transpired in the
hospital. Remember, there are two issues here. It's the lack of
protocol, or protocol was not followed with respect to the steriliza-
tion of equipment, and of course the other issue was with respect to
the superbug. With respect to the superbug, al we have to say:
please wash your hands.

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the third party.

M edical Safety Standards

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Well, you know,
the Premier would love to wash his hands of thisissue, but | think
that’ s not going to solveit, Mr. Premier. Albertans areworried that
the problems at St. Joseph’ shospital in Vegreville and the women’s
health clinicin Lloydminster arejust thetip of theiceberg. They're
worried that when they go into ahospital or their loved ones go into
a hospital, they might come out sicker than when they went in, and
the government still refuses to allow an independent, system-wide
inquiry. My question is to the Premier. How can the Premier
reassure the people of Albertathat our hedlth care is safe when he
refusesto appoint an independent commission of inquiry tolook into
this matter?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, we have health professionalswho have

been in Vegreville for sometime. These are people very respected
inthe profession. They are of course studying the situation and will
bring recommendations forward to the minister. If there's any
requirement in terms of legislation or any other thing we could do as
the government, we will move immediately on it.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, there's no centralized enforcement of
safety standards in medical facilities, including hospitals, in the
province, and there hasn’t been one since the early 1990s, when this
government saw fit to eviscerate the health care system by cutting
funds, nurses, and doctors, led by the Deep Six, of which the current
Premier was amember. Will the Premier finally admit that thisisa
province-wide issue and ensure that structures are put in place that
will guarantee proper inspectionsand afollow-up of safety standards
across the province reporting to the ministry of health?

1:40

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, theleader of thethird party talks about
massive cuts. 1n 1993 to 94 the budget for health was about $3.2
billion, $3.3 hillion, and | believe at that time the government took
about $200 million out of the total budget. Most of that was of
course reducing the number of hospital boards we had across the
province. So most of the substantial amount came in the reduction
of administration throughout the province of Alberta

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Well, the Alberta
New Democrat opposition is starting a petition caling for an
independent publicinquiry. Weinviteall members of thisHouseto
visit www.ndpopposition.ab.cato sign that.

I'd like to ask the Premier why it was the province has failed to
provide money to St. Joseph’s hospital for a surgica washing
machine despite their request, which is outstanding for anumber of
years? Why has the government failed St. Joseph’s hospital in this
meatter?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, the government has not failed anyone.
With respect to the administrative matter the minister of health
will respond.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As | understand it, the
piece of equipment in question is on back order, has been ordered
and been approved along time ago.

This type of equipment is not something that’s approved at the
level of the province but, rather, at the level of the regional health
authority. Theregiona health authority has responsibility to make
sure that appropriate sterilization processes are in place for their
facilities, and if they don’t have it in that one facility, they can
sterilize equipment at another facility, but they have dealt with this
request. They’ ve ordered the equipment in question. That isnot the
issue with respect to the problem, the failure in following the
protocols, which happened at St. Jo€'s.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Creek,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview.

Teachers Unfunded Pension Liability

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The unfunded pension
liability in theteachers' pension plan hasbeen asignificant issuefor
anumber of years now, and it's becoming more of a detriment than
ever before to teacher retention and teacher recruitment. |I'm very
aware of previouseffortsand of thedifficultiesinvolved inresolving
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this. Nonetheless, the time has come. | feel that a formal process
ought to be put in place. So my questions are to the Minister of
Education. Mr. Minister, will you implement a formal process to
address, perhaps to recommence, or to renegotiate this matter as
soon as possible? [interjections]

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Spesker, | think it needs to be put on record
that there is an existing agreement in place, that was signed in 1992
between the government of Alberta and the Alberta Teachers
Association, to address the unfunded liability issue. However, we
also recognize that that liability now stands at some $6.4 billion,
$2.1 billion of which, it should benoted, istheteachers’ responsibil-
ity. We also recognize that this unfunded pension liability is a
detriment to recruiting new teachers, so we will be addressing it.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Among al of the
wrongful cries from opposition members, | would like, please, to
have alittle bit of silence for this next question. Perhaps we could
get their attention to support this important issue and resolve this
matter instead of just catcalling against it. So my supplemental
question is: what roles would the minister foresee being played by
the ATA and by the Alberta School Boards Association in address-
ing this complicated matter?

Mr. Liepert: Well, it should be noted, Mr. Speaker, that theissue of
the unfunded liability is between the government of Albertaand the
Alberta Teachers' Association. To that end, | had a meeting last
week with the president of the ATA to start these discussions, so that
will be continuing. We would be seeking input from school board
trustees as we would with any citizens of Alberta. However, this
realy is an issue between the ATA and the government of Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, | think it bears mention-
ing that there are other jurisdictions who have faced similar issues,
and one of particular interest lately, in addition to several others, is
thejurisdiction of Manitoba. I'mwondering if the minister has had
achanceto look at that jurisdiction’sresolution to thisissue, and if
not, will he proceed post-haste to take alook at it?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, the Manitoba government last
week decided to refinancetheir portion of theunfunded liability, and
that’'s something that we are considering looking at, but that really
doesn’'t address the unfunded issue that the teachers are facing,
where 3 per cent of a teacher’s salary today goes to paying the
portion that in many cases young teachers had absolutely nothing to
do with. That’sthe part that we're going to try and address.

TheSpeaker: Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview, followed
by the hon. Member for Livingstone-Macleod.

St. Joseph’s General Hospital
(continued)

Dr. Taft: Mr. Speaker, the situation at St. Joe's hospital seems to
have led to a number of deaths. It is requiring at least severa
hundred tests to be administered around the province. It has now
spilled over into Saskatchewan, where they’ re having to undertake
tests aswell. There have been problemsin the East Central health
region, particularly St. Joe's hospital, for years. The Premier

mentioned his schedule. On Monday, March 26, no scheduled
engagements were listed. Why was he not able to meet with the
residents of Vegreville, in his constituency, at a public meeting on
thisissue on March 267

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, I’ vesaid thisbeforein thisHouse. I've
said it to themedia. Thisisagain being driven by the oppositionin
terms of why I"'m not conducting some sort of a public meeting in
Vegreville. This issue, of course, is a medica matter; it's not a
political one. Thisissueisvery important to measthe MLA for Fort
Saskatchewan-V egreville, and I’ ve al so said that we' |l do whatever
we have to do to ensure that this does not happen again not only in
Vegreville but in any other health facility in the province.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. PeopleinVegrevilleand people
around this province are concerned when one of their hospitalsis
closed. This is an issue of accountability. This is an issue of
leadership. Why wasit moreimportant for this Premier on Wednes-
day, March 28, to go to Lac La Biche to address the Alberta
Association of Collegesand Technical Institutes round-tablethan to
meet with the constituents in Vegreville over the closure of their
hospital ?

Mr. Stelmach: First of al, the hospita is not closed. So that's
wrong. Secondly, to me as Premier of this province the aboriginal
and the Métisare very important. We were there to see how we can
include them further in job opportunities that are available in this
province of Alberta. We had ajoint conference with leaders from
British Columbiasharing their experiences with our college leaders
in the province of Alberta, trying to find, of course, new ways of
providing opportunities for First Nations and Métis to be involved
in not only job opportunities but to see how we can further include
them in the education system.

Dr. Taft: Again to the Premier. The Premier’s schedule indicates
that on Friday, March 30, no appointmentswere scheduled. Canthe
Premier indicate to the people of Vegreville and the people of
Albertawhy he couldn’t take the time to have a public meeting on
the crisisin the hospital in his own constituency?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, first of al, therewasn’t acrisis. Friday
morning | was on my way to Fairview. | spent the whole day in
Fairview meeting with NAIT. We met with agroup of farmerswith
respect to the issue of transportation. We met with awhole myriad
of different individuals.

With respect to the public meeting the minister himself wasthere.
It was a CBC-sponsored — | forget what they called it. He gave a
full explanation. Y ou know, for something that’s been advertised
and is supposed to be acrisis, like the leader says, the café was only
about half full, and the people were wondering why the CBC was
taking up so much room. They wanted to have their cup of coffee
in pesace.

TheSpeaker: Thehon. Member for Livingstone-Macleod, followed
by the hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

Peace and Police Officer Training Centre

Mr. Coutts: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The 2002 report
of theMLA Policing Review Committee recommended asingle-site
centre for policing excellence for the training and ongoing profes-
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siona development of police and peace officers in Alberta. In
August of 2006 Fort Macleod, within the constituency of
Livingstone-Macleod, was announced as the preferred site for the
proposed Albertapolice and peace officerstraining centre, but since
then nothing has happened, and we have not heard of anything. My
question is to the Solicitor General and the Minister of Public
Security. Can he update the House on the current status of the
project?

1:50

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Lindsay: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and let me thank the hon.
Member for Livingstone-Macleod for the opportunity to shed some
light on this very much-needed project. This training centreis an
important part of our commitment to provide safe and secure
communities in which Albertans can live, work, and raise their
families. | can assure the hon. member that in the time since Fort
Macleod was sel ected asthe preferred site last August, alot of work
has already been done to make this centre areality. But there' s till

alot more to do before we can put a shovel in the ground. At the
moment they’ reworking with Albertalnfrastructure and the town of
Fort Macleod to determinebuil ding requirements. Oncethisprocess
is complete, we will release arequest for expression of interest . . .

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Coutts: Thank you very much. Mr. Speaker, to the same
minister: in keeping with the Premier's comment about safe
communities, what are the advantages of a single-site facility such
as this centre compared to the current training practices?

Mr. Lindsay: Mr. Speaker, training and professional development
for law enforcement officers currently take place in a variety of
locations across our province, and standards and practices are not
always consistent. The new centre will help set and maintain a
superior standard of training for al police and peace officers in
Alberta. 1t will deliver basic training and professional devel opment
of police and peace officers, including specia constables, correc-
tions officers, private investigators, and security guardsin Alberta.
It will offer regular, recertification, and specialized training for all
Alberta police and peace officers.

Mr. Coutts: My last supplemental to the same minister: will law
enforcement stakeholders have an opportunity for input to the
planning and to the curriculum devel oped for this centre?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Lindsay: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. First of all, let me say that
few peopleare aspassionate and dedi cated about what they doin our
community as those of law enforcement and security communities.
Their feedback and input are critical asthey move forward with this
initiative and many others to ensure safe and secure communities.
Wewill continueto seek their input on the design and devel opment
of the centreboth onanindividual basi sand through these provincial
bodies which represent policing. We have already received much
valuableinput. | can assure you, Mr. Speaker, that all of thisinput
isbeing very carefully considered.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-Fort.

Support for Low-income Albertans

Ms Pastoor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. During the leadership
campaign the Premier publicly stated that it's absolutely shameful
that Canada’ s most prosperous province cannot take better care of
the people who are not able to care for themselves. Over the
weekend my colleaguesand | herein this Legislature were awarded
an automatic salary increase of 4.9 per cent. Given that the Premier
himself has stated that the government’s support for our most
vulnerable citizensis absolutely shameful, will the Premier commit
today to giving AISH recipients the same raise that we have
received?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, the amount of indemnity, the increase
to al of uswas done by the Members' Services Committee. Thisis
done based on a formula that was agreed to by al parties — al
parties.

Now, with respect to the other question on AISH and othersin the
province of Alberta, we are working through how we can best
support those in great need. These are, of course, AISH, and our
seniors in the province, that really are of great importance to this
government.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

M s Pastoor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Seeing how the Premier has
given meaninch, I’'mgoing to go for theyard. Increasesin the cost
of living are affecting all Albertans, and many have not been able to
keep up. Now that the MLAS' salaries have been increased, can the
Premier tell us when the salaries of PDD workers, social workers,
child care workers, and emergency shelter workers will receive
similar salary increases?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, there has been some movement
recently by the minister responsible in terms of closing the gap.
There is a gap between those that are working for volunteer
organizations, not-for-profit, and also those working for the
government. We'd liketo closethat. The other isto ensure that we
do support the not-for-profit organizations, and that’s why we have
aconsultation in place to see how we can increase the charitabl e tax
credits, see how we can match out of nonrenewable resources the
funding going to charitable organizations, that do such a good
service in this province.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Pastoor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Those are good words to
hear. However, I'm really sort of a time-frame kind of person. So
I’mwilling to donate half of my increased salary to arelated charity
inashow of support for having AI1SH benefitsindexed and will table
a letter to the House monthly with the details of that. Given the
Premier’ s statements of concern on theissue, would hejoin with me
in that pledge?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, | am of course quite happy, in fact
privileged, that both my wife, Marie, and | havethe ability to donate
to so many charitable causesin the province of Alberta. Whether it
will increase by whatever the percentage was, probably much more
than that because | do have great warmth in my heart for the not-for-
profit and charitable organizationsin this province.

Y ou know, everybody on that side, including now the Leader of
the Official Opposition, got anincrease. Infact, it saysthismorning
that for the first time the Premier of Alberta has a bigger increase
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than the Premier before. Well, | guess so hasthe Official Opposition
leader.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fort, followed by the
hon. Member for Edmonton-Decore.

Calgary Industrial Sites Cleanup

Mr. Cao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that our Calgary-Fort
constituency covers the largest industrial areain Calgary and our
living environment is very important to my constituents, my
question today is to the hon. Minister of Environment. Given that
theLynnview Ridge contamination cleanup work in my constituency
has been going since last summer, can the minister update uson this
file asto when it will be done?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, this remediation agreement has been in
place since 2005, and Imperia Qil is continuing to clean up
residential properties to Alberta Environment’s very strict require-
ments. We continue to oversee this cleanup operation and will
ensure that ongoing soil samples meet our standards before approv-
ing final remediation and issuing appropriate certificates. | can’t
givethemember aspecific date, but | can assure the member that the
community involvement isand will continueto be akey component
in any final plan for the future in this area.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Cao: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplementa
question isto the same minister. Given yet another situation in the
northeast corner of my riding, an industrial park where ademolished
oil recycling plant was located, can the minister update us on this
cleanup as to when the remediation plan submitted by the property
owner will be decided on so new development can take place?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, Hub Qil is not posing any significant
threat as it stands today, but | understand the concern of the
community in that they would like to use the site for alternate uses.
The member is quite correct. The company has submitted a draft
plan, and our staff are currently reviewing that plan. It's the
intention that that plan will be presented to a multistakeholder
committee and the public for input. Once we're all satisfied that
Hub Oil’ s plan meets our environmental standards, work can begin
to remediate the site.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Cao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My second supplemental
question is to the same minister. Given another situation in the
southeast corner of my riding, in Ogden, where the seepage of
cleaning liquid from the railway shop was discovered three years
ago flowing into underground water, can the minister update us on
thisfile again?

2:00

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, when we're dealing with old industria
sites, these arethekinds of contamination issuesthat haveto bedealt
with. Inthisparticular casethereisongoing monitoring. Again, CP
Rail is responsible and will continue to be responsible to clean up
the site in an appropriate manner. Indoor air quality monitoring in
homes and in the Ogden school is ongoing. Where necessary a
vapour control unit is installed, and that has proven successful in
protectingindoor air quality. Thecommitteethat’ sensuring that the
indoor air quality and dl air quality in the areais handled appropri-

ately isajoint committee of AlbertaEnvironment, the Albertahealth
region, and the city of Calgary, and they continue monitoring on an
ongoing basis.

Trade, Investment, and L abour M obility

Mr. Bonko: Yesterday the trade, investment, and labour mobility
agreement, TILMA, came into effect in this province. There will
now be no laws, measures passed in this House that may operate to
restrict or impair trade or investment or labour mobility between this
province and British Columbia. My questions are to the Premier.
Will he publicly release al regulatory and legidative changes
required to implement TILMA?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, we have till 2009 to work through
various authorities, municipalities, academics, et cetera, aswe work
towards fulfilling the agreement. Y ou know, it's 2007, and in this
country we still have to bring about changes to trade rules that were
put in place many, many years ago actually to impede the movement
of goods and services. In fact, we had in this province two vehicle
inspection stations to measure the weight of atruck, and to me, in
this country | think a kilogram is a kilogram on this side of the
border and on that side. Today we have one vehicle inspection
station. The truck stops once.

Mr. Bonko: Many Albertans are concerned with TILMA’s impact
on the province. Many support the agreement, and there are many
that disagree with the agreement, yet even on its face the govern-
ment refuses to bring this before the House, the democratic heart of
Alberta. It prefers press releases and backroom deals to democracy
and debate. When will this government bring this agreement to the
House for open debate in front of the people of Alberta?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Spesker, quite frankly, | do have to give credit
to the Premier of the province of Alberta—of B.C. . ..

An Hon. Member: Well, sure.

Mr. Stelmach: Well, to me aswell.

... tothe Premier of the province of B.C. for hisvisionin moving
forward. This now makes us the second-largest market force in
Canada. It's of great importance to future generations in terms of
future wealth creation.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Bonko: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The government is aready
having to send aletter to municipalities trying to fill aholein this
agreement. They say it was not their intention for municipalitiesto
lose their ability to set zoning bylaws. They even promise to spesk
up for municipalities when these problems appear. Given that this
letter holds absolutely no legal weight and TILMA now does, will
this Premier commit to changing TILMA so that these problems do
not arise?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, I've spent considerable time with
municipal leaders. In fact, | had a good chat with the president of
the AAMD and C, spent some time with the two city mayors. They
have not raised a concern at all with respect to TILMA. If thereare
further issuesthat comeforward —like | said, we havetill 2009, and
we' | keep working on any issuesthat areraised by those authorities.

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview,
followed by the hon. Member for Red Deer-North.
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Mr. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We will continue the same
discussion. The trade, investment, and labour mobility agreement
came into force on April Fool’s Day, and Albertans have virtually
been told nothing, absolutely nothing about thisagreement. There's
been no debate, no consultation, yet this agreement could have huge
ramificationsnot only for businessbut for school boards, municipali-
ties, health regions, and even farmers. Asl say, the government has
been virtualy silent on this. My question is a simple, straightfor-
ward one. To the Premier: why have there been no public hearings
or consultations with all the people potentially affected by TILMA?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, as | mentioned before, thisis a very
good agreement for both provinces. It builds the second-largest
trade relationship, between Albertaand B.C. As| said before, we
havetill 2009 to work out any kind of differencesthat thereare. The
member says, “no consultation.” We' vehad consultation with al of
the groups, from engineersto—well, I'll have the minister next time
list al the groups that we met with over the last couple of years.

Mr. Martin: Mr. Spesker, frankly, if you would ask people what
TILMA is, they wouldn't understand or even know about it.
They'venever heard of it. My questionto the Premier issimply this.
The B.C. government brought this forward in legisation so that
people would at least know about it. Why has the Alberta govern-
ment not done the same thing?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, we have met with al thoseindividuals,
authorities, organizationsthat have anything to do with respect tothe
agreement. There were some issues in the beginning in terms of
further dialogue. Weworked through alot of them. If thereare any
fromnow until 2009, then we'll continueto work with those groups,
but thisisagood agreement for Alberta. It’'sactually, quitefrankly,
going to help farmers because it's going to reduce the costs of
transportation from Alberta down to the coast.

Mr. Martin: That'sall you'll say. Mr. Speaker, if it's such agood
agreement, why hasn't it been brought forward in the Legislature
here likethey’ve donein B.C.? If it's such a good agreement, then
we'd al accept it. Why haven't we done it?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, with respect to TILMA, the trade,
investment, and labour mobility agreement that we have, it freesup
organizations on both sides of the border to do good work. We're
going to continue to work with those organizations to ensure that it
does improve not only today’ s economy in the province but putsin
place and secures a better economy for the next generation.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Red Deer-North, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View.

Standards of Practice for Pharmacists

Mrs. Jablonski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Some of my constituents
have expressed concern over the new regulations that will give
pharmacists prescribing power. They fed that this is potentialy
unsafe given that pharmacists are not trained as doctors. My
question is to the Minister of Health and Wellness. Why are we
moving the responsibility of prescribing drugs from doctors to
pharmacists?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. We value all health

professionals; physicians, pharmacists, nurses, right across the
board. Changes to allow pharmacists to prescribe based on the
outcome of their patient assessments is not intended to replace the
physician’srole in diagnosing and prescribing drug treatment or to
limit other hedlth care providers expanded scope of practice.
Pharmacistswill only assess and prescribe based on their recogni zed
competencies. They'll provide prescriptions when needed based on
the outcome of patient assessments completed by them. Thisdeals
with one of the core values of the Health Professions Act; that is, to
allow health care professionals to practise to the full extent of their
experience, training, and expertise.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. Jablonski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister:
how can we ensure that pharmacists have the clinical expertise
needed to prescribe drug therapies?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The College of Pharma-
cistssetsthe standard of practicethat determinesthelevel of practice
which can be provided by all pharmacistsand any given pharmacist.
Before assessing patients or prescribing drugs, pharmacists must
meet the requirements established by the college. Pharmacists
wishing to specialize will be required to demonstrate their compe-
tence in that specific areaof practice. The public of Albertawill be
assured that pharmacists who are prescribing have the competency
to do so.

Mrs. Jablonski: My last question to the same minister: is it a
conflict of interest to have pharmacists both prescribing and
dispensing drugs?

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, pharmacists prescribing drugs
based on their patient assessment issimilar to other medical services
where health care professionals provide advice prior to providing
medical treatment. We will rely on the College of Pharmacists to
enforce the ethical standards under which pharmacistswill practise.
Pharmacists will be joining other professionals, such as registered
dieticians and nurse practitioners, who have aso had an expanded
scope of practice, including prescribing and dispensing of drugs.
Thiswill bewell under control, and the College of Pharmacistswill
make sure that ethical practiceis followed.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Cagary-Mountain View,
followed by the hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne.

2:10 Resour ce Development in Marie Lake Area

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. MarieL ake, located just north
of the city of Cold Lake, in the Alberta context is one of the few
pristine lakes left with exceptiona water quality. I’ve heard strong
concerns from many landowners in the area that the lake is being
threatened by a new and experimental project, already seeing
considerable seismic activity, a two-kilometre tunnel from a mine
shaft, and potentially up to 100 SAGD directional wells under the
lake. TotheMinister of Environment: can the minister tell us what
effects the intense seismic activity, let alone the SAGD extraction
over the next few years, will have on the aguatic environment? Can
he guarantee that there' |l be no adverse effects on the lake and the
ecosystem?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Spesker, geophysical activity is redly the
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responsibility of the Minister of Sustainable Resource Devel opment,
so he may want to supplement my answer.

What | can tell the member about my understanding here is that
the discussion regarding seismic activity is something that will
involveair guns and would not involve any dynamite or explosions.
Any activity that would involve fish-bearing water from ageophysi-
cal perspective would require application under the Water Act. No
such application has come forward.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government is still
playing the same old tune when it comes to maximizing resource
development at any cost. SAGD operations are notorious for
causing hydrocarbon migration into both groundwater and surface
water, in the Lloydminster area specifically. The EUB mandateis
for responsible development in the public interest. To the Energy
minister: isit in the public’ sinterest to proceed with such a project,
with the potential to permanently damage this pristine water body?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Knight: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. Most certainly, no project
with respect to oil sands, heavy ail, conventional ail, shale oil, deep
tight gas, or any other project that we would consider for develop-
ment in the province of Alberta would go ahead without the very
stringent requirements that we put in place and adhere to in the
province of Albertawith respect to these devel opments.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Water for Life strategy
clearly states that “healthy aquatic ecosystems are vital to a high
quality of life for Albertans and must be preserved.” The govern-
ment’s strategy then makes the guarantee that “the province's
aquatic ecosystems [will be] maintained and protected.” To the
Environment minister: will theminister tell uswhether the Water for
Life strategy will take precedence over an approval by the Minister
of Energy? Whose competing mandate is going to be respected
here?

Mr. Renner: Well, Mr. Speaker, clearly the responsibility of the
government and thisminister isto ensure thewell-being of our water
systems. | indicated that no application to date has been made. No
studies havetaken place. No approvashavebeen made. Sol would
suggest that the question is somewhat hypothetical, to say the least.

TheSpeaker: Thehon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-M eadowlark.

Health Regions Board Governance

Mr. VanderBurg: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Whitecourt-Ste.
Anne constituency has been well served by the board members of
Aspen health and Capital health. Since these regional boards were
designed, very little board renewal has occurred. My questions are
all to the health minister. What are your plans to introduce new
memberships to health boards across Alberta?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and Wellness.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A very important question.
One of the mandates that | have is to look at the effectiveness and

the efficiency of our health system, and part of that is looking at
board governance and making sure that we are using the resources
that are applied to the system very effectively. | can tell the hon.
member that | have met with board chairs on two occasions to talk
about board governance, and one of the specificissuesis: how dowe
do renewal of boards? How do we make sure that there’ s appropri-
ate succession planning? We'll becoming forward with either three-
year terms, perhaps two terms of three years each, or if not that,
some other appropriate mechanism to make sure that there's
succession planning and orderly renewal .

Mr. VanderBurg: Well, again to the same minister: with the
substantial growth here in Alberta are we planning to add any
members, especially to the growth areas of this province?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The size of the boards is
mandated. Thereis an opportunity for expansion to the size of the
boards upon request. But | think it should be clearly stated that
there's an optimum size for board operation, and the optimum size
of theboard isnot necessarily impacted by the size of the population
that they serve.

Mr. Vander Burg: Well, given the first answer, that you've had
meetings with regard to renewal, when will this renewal happen?
When will we see aplan? Will it be weeks, months?

Mr. Hancock: The process is unfolding, Mr. Speaker, over the
course of the next few months. As members will know, there was
atask force on board governance struck, which is meeting now and
will bereporting | believe in June. We're doing our board review
with respect to the regional health authorities on that same time
track. So | hopethat by the time this House meets again in the fall,
any legislation process that we might need with respect to boards
will be available for the House by then. That’s my anticipation.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Meadowlark,
followed by the hon. Member for Calgary-L ougheed.

Affordability of Postsecondary Education

Mr. Tougas: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In his 2005 taxpayer-funded
fireside chat to the province the former Premier made a vow to the
people of Alberta. He said, “Alberta will define a new tuition
policy . . . It will be the most innovative, entrepreneurial, and
affordable tuition policy in the country.” With no signs of a
downward trend in tuition, my questions are for the Premier. Will
the Premier now resffirm the previous Premier’s statement that
Albertawill have the most affordable tuition policy in the country?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, aswe |ook forward the next 20, 30, 40
years, we know that education is going to play a very key role in
terms of building a knowledge-based industry here in the province
of Alberta. There are many steps being taken today and into the
future to ensure that we' re competitive and to attract many young
Albertans into postsecondary — it's not only university, but it's
collegesand technical schools—and, of coursefurther, not only with
the education but additional research and also commercializing that
technology in Alberta.

Mr. Tougas: Well, Mr. Speaker, there' sadifference between being
competitive and being the most affordable, so I'm going to ask the
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question again. Will Alberta have the most affordable tuition rates
in the country, as the previous Premier promised?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, approximately 70 per cent of university
tuition is today paid for by the taxpayer. We're looking at ways of
reducing the cost to individua students by furthering use of
technol ogy, pushing out the educationinto smaller centresso that we
can get, of course, at |east theintroductory coursesonline. That will
further reduce costs. These are al proactive steps taken in terms of
increasing the number of students involved in postsecondary.

Mr. Tougas. Well, still no promise from the Premier.

Mr. Speaker, affordable meansdifferent thingsto different people.
To the family of an oil executive with a high six-figure salary,
tuitionin Albertawoul d be considered affordabl e, but to astruggling
wage earner in my constituency of Edmonton-Meadowlark, $5,000
a year tuition plus hundreds more for books may be anything but
affordable. To the Premier: for the record how does the Premier
define affordabl e tuition?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, I'll have the minister respond in terms
of theamounts of bursariesand remission policy that we haveinthis
province because, quite frankly, it's outstanding compared to other
provinces.

Mr. Horner: Well, Mr. Speaker, the issue of affordability realy
isn't just about tuition. Asthe hon. member pointed out, there are
different needs in different circumstances. Our program is among
the most generous in the country as it is needs based. As we roll
things out under the affordability framework, stay tuned.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-L ougheed.

Forest Protection in Kananaskis Country

Mr. Rodney: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It was suggested at a
meeting last week in Bragg Creek that Kananaskis Country is
threatened by a clear-cutting plan which was approved by the
minister of sustainable development. My question, obviously, isto
that minister. What is the minister doing to protect the recreational
and watershed functions of K Country?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Dr. Morton: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. 1'd like to remind all
members of the Assembly that clear-cutting hasn’t been allowed in
this province for several decades. The current practice of block
cutting respects important structural features such as watersheds,
riparian areas, trails, and sensitive biological areas. 1'd also remind
all members that block cutting is better than the alternative, which
is beetles and wildfires, which respect none of the above.

Mr. Spesker, 58 per cent of Kananaskis Country is aready
protected. Of what’sleft, only athird is available. Lessthan one-
quarter is subject to any logging . . .

2:20
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Rodney: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Further commentsfromthe
meeting last week in Bragg Creek suggested that pine trees in
Kananaskis Country aretoo small to bethreatened by mountain pine
beetles, that the beetles only attack large-diameter pines. I'm
wonderingif the Minister of Sustainable Resource Devel opment can
comment on how accurate that statement might be.

Dr. Morton: Mr. Speaker, that’s half true. Itistruethat the beetles
prefer the larger diameter trees that you find in British Columbia
But if they can't find the wider diameter trees, they’ re happy to take
the smaller ones. | want all members to know that our forestry
models use 15 centimetre diameter for our predictions, the same
statistic that isused by British Columbia, aprovincethat’ slost 9 out
of 10 of its pinetrees. FollowingtheB.C. model, we predict similar
potential losses here. We've aready found isolated incidents of
smaller trees being infected. The eastern slopes are at risk, and we
intend to manage that risk in aresponsible manner.

Mr. Rodney: To the same minister. Perhaps|’ll bejust alittle bit
more direct. The suggestion has been made that this government is
using the threat of pine beetles as an excuse to alow timber
harvesting. What is the minister’ s response to that accusation?

Dr. Morton: Mr. Speaker, thisisasimple question of risk manage-
ment. You can look at what' s happened in British Columbia, where
they’ ve projected to lose 90 per cent of al their pine trees by 2010
or 2012, and you can see what doing nothing does. We believe that
responsible logging, responsible forestry is the answer. This is
trying to balance long-term environmental health versus short-term
aesthetic values. We will make the responsible choice, whichisthe
long-term environmental health of our forests.

Thank you.
head: Tabling Returns and Reports

(continued)

The Speaker: We were at the hon. Leader of the Official Opposi-
tion.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |I'm pleased to provide a
sufficient number of copies of material relating to St. Joseph’s
hospital for tabling: areport under the Protection for Personsin Care
Act, acopy of aphone bill, and various other information on the St.
Joseph'’ s hospital situation.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning.

Mr. Backs: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m pleased to rise to table
123 lettersand therelevant copiesto call upon this Assembly to “try
the accused killer of Joshua John Hunt as an adult due to the nature
of this crime, his past criminal history and that he is so close to the
age of 18 yearsold.”

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Are there others on tablings?

Hon. members, | have a tabling today with respect to a new
brochure that we' ve put out called the Alberta L egislature Grounds:
Self-guided Tour, which points out some 27 monuments on the
groundsof thisLegidature. | inviteall membersto go out for awalk
one of these days when it gets heated in the Assembly.

Secondly, | provided to all members earlier today some informa-
tion with respect to the changes as aresult of aMembers' Services
position on MLA remuneration that went into effect April 1, 2007.
All citizens of the province of Alberta can accessthisinformation at
www.assembly.ab.ca. The adjustment of 4.92 per cent follows the
average weekly earnings index in the province of Alberta

Thirdly, before we left, prior to the little break we had, | advised
members of the Members' Services Committee to be on standby for
apossibleMembers’ Servicesmeeting thisweek because the normal
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practice isto give you 10 days notice. |I’m giving you notice now
that we'll probably try to meet on Wednesday night at 6 o’ clock.
Now, I'm assuming that one thing is going to happen: the three
House leaders are going to have a motion in this Assembly to go
forward because if we don't move it, we won't make the budget
process. If wedon’t make the budget process, well, then, what sense
are the reforms?

head: Tablingsto the Clerk

TheClerk: | wishto advise the House that the following documents
were deposited with the office of the Clerk. On behalf of the hon.
Mr. Liepert, Minister of Education, Alberta Education School
Jurisdictions audited financial statementsfor the year ended August
31, 2005, sections 1, 2, and 3, and pursuant to the Teaching Profes-
sion Act the Alberta Teachers' Association 2005 annual report.

The Speaker: There being no further ones, we'll deal with Orders
of the Day.

head: Ordersof the Day
head: Written Questions
The Speaker: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.

Mr. Renner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | move that written ques-
tions stand and retain their places.

[Motion carried]

head:
The Speaker: The hon. Deputy Government House L eader.

Motionsfor Returns

Mr. Renner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | move that motions for
returns stand and retain their places.

[Motion carried]
head: Public Billsand Orders Other than

Government Billsand Orders
Second Reading

Bill 203
Service Dogs Act

[Debate adjourned March 19: Mrs. Forsyth speaking]
The Speaker: Thehon. Member for Calgary-Fish Creek to continue.

Mrs. Forsyth: Thank you, Mr. Spesaker. If | may, because of the
time last time, start again.

The Speaker: Yes.

Mrs. Forsyth: | am pleased to have been given the opportunity to
jointhediscussion onthe Service DogsAct. | fully support Bill 203
because it allows for a wider cross-section of citizens to be fully
integrated within Alberta. Bill 203 would guaranteethat peoplewho
use service dogs arelegally and adequately protected from discrimi-
nation. This bill would clarify and strengthen the rights of those
with physical disabilities who need service dogs to assist them.

Bill 203 callson Albertansto movetowardsgreater understanding
of diversity within our province. It eliminatesthe current confusion
regarding people who use service dogs and makes them feel more

comfortable about carrying out their daily routine, such asgoing for
coffee, grocery shopping, picking things up from the ground. And,
yes, Mr. Speaker, | recently read about a dog that can even put his
owner's ATM card in the ATM bank machine. A service dog can
make all the difference in the world for someone with reduced
mobility. Certain choreswhich are essential componentsto leading
independent lives are not equally accessibleto all Albertans. While
these things are essential, they are also taken for granted by most
Albertans.

Personal storiesareawaysniceto share, and | would liketo share
one that affects one of my congtituents. It's called 4 Paws 4
Matthew. Asachild with autism, Matthew isalittle boy who many
of my constituents in Parkland would recognize. He'safair-haired
little boy who likesto run and who many will recognize at hisvisits
to Park 96. Matthew has many safety issueswhich could put hislife
in danger as well as various communication and socia difficulties.

Matthew's family has recognized the need for a highly trained
service dog and how these wonderful dogs have come to the aid of
many children suffering from the same disability as Matthew. In
January of 2006 thefamily asked for help from our community, their
family, and their friends. The response, Mr. Speaker, has been
overwhelming and helped raise a whopping $13,200. Since the
training of service dogs is quite expensive and predicted to take as
long as two years, they hope to receive their dog at the end of this
year or early 2008.

Although theHuman Rights, Citizenship and M ulticulturalism Act
includes protection for those using service dogs, often the general
public is unaware of it. Mr. Speaker, blind persons are no longer
faced with speculation concerning their rights to use guide dogs in
public places. With the help of legisation the use of guide dogs has
become an accepted and commonplace practice throughout our
society. We have cometo understand and appreciate the need blind
people havefor their guide dogs. Unfortunately, similar knowledge
concerning service dogs is not as widespread due to the current
ambiguities surrounding this issue.

The Blind Persons' Rights Act helped Alberta's visualy chal-
lenged people gain accessto the benefits of Alberta’ s quality of life.
The same allowance should be extended to those with other
disabilities. There have been numerousinstanceswhen peoplewith
physical disabilities who depend on the aid of service dogs have
been excluded from social settings due to the confusion the general
public has regarding the admittance of their service dogs into these
areas. Bill 203 presentsuswith the opportunity to help all Albertans
live happier and more fulfilling lives no matter what their disabili-
ties. Thereisno doubt that peoplewith physical disabilitiesstand to
gain with the help of their service dogs. Mr. Speaker, for the
Matthews of the world and many other Albertans who have or are
waiting for a service dog, | urge members of the Assembly to
support Bill 203.

I will leave you with the story of Riley, who suffers from autism.
A cute, precocious seven-year-old, Riley likes trucks, tractors, and
any other kind of heavy equipment. But he loves his best friend,
Yogi, a golden retriever. Riley had a history of bolting but not
anymore. His family waited three years to get Yogi, but it didn’t
take long for the dog to have a huge impact on their lives. When
Y ogi first cameinto the house, it waslike ducksto water. It wasjust
s0 unbelievable. The bond was instant, said his mother.

Bill 203 will help fulfill an environment where many Albertans
would be able to participate more fully in society. Bill 203 isastep
towards making thisvision areality. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

2:30

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity, then the hon.
Member for Edmonton-Manning.
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Mr. Chase: Thank you very much. | riseto support my colleague's
Bill 203 on service dogs. | have worked extensively at the Univer-
sity of Calgary trying to improvethelot of disabled students. | have
met with them with regard to examination rooms and accommodat-
ing schedules to recognize the fact that depending on their disabili-
ties, they may require extra time when taking an exam. Disabled
students have had quite abit of difficulty over the years having their
disabilities recognized, not to the point where they are singled out
because of their disability but for the need for their disability to be
supported.

| worked with oneyoung lady in particular over the past year who
had a service dog because she had the misfortune of having been run
into whiledriving, so her spine had suffered some damage. Thenon
top of that she suffered from anindustrial accident whileworkingfor
a lumber company that didn’'t have proper saw guards. She had
injuries to her back, and she aso had severeinjuriesto the tendons
in her right hand. As aresult, she had a service dog that basically
did the lifting for her, that carried her books from classto class.

Initially at the University of Calgary shewasreceived in sort of a
mixed way in certain areas. For example, she wasn't alowed into
Dinny’s Den. Some of her professors had a degree of discomfort
with the dog, so her access was very much prevented. With all the
other difficulties that she had in terms of having her disability
recognized and having tuition support and funding for books and so
on, just paying the daily rent was extremely difficult for this young
lady. Fortunately, because everybody was willing to work in a
collaborative fashion, the solution came through the recognition of
the dog' s qualifications.

I would like to thank a young lady that | worked with when my
wife and | ran the Cataract Creek wilderness campground. Nokia,
theyoung lady in question, trained dogs aswell asbeing aconserva-
tion officer. While she loved working in the forest, she found that
the salaries that were paid to conservation officers could not begin
to compare with what the city of Calgary was offering with regard
to their canine service work. In fact, her salary basically doubled
that of the individua responsible for managing the Sheep River
ranger station. He was sorry to lose her but realized that she had to
be thinking about her financial future. Anyway, this young lady
intervened on behaf of the university student and assisted the
university student in receiving recognition for the qualificationsand
the training of this particular dog to carry the load.

Service animals basically are the links between people with
disabilitiesand theworld around them. We' remore used to theidea
of adog for theblind, but theredlity is that there are alarge number
of dogs that are performing a great variety of functions. The
member opposite noted one actually being able to access an ATM,
and | noticed that same article. It's amazing what animals can do.

The comradeship of an animal is aso extremely important. |
know that when my grandmother wasin aseniors’ home, the Sarcee
auxiliary, there were visits by dogs that were brought in. For a
senior who, depending on their family situation, may not be subject
to having that many visits, thesedogs perform aval uable servicejust
in terms of their friendship and their openness. Of course, al the
seniorsalong the route would have special treatsfor thedogs, soI’'m
surethat by the time the dog got home, there was no need to feed it.
Thereis no doubt that thisis awonderful bill.

Another example that happened this past fall with the Calgary
board of education was ayoung man who required the support of a
service dog. Initially there was quite a bit of fear and trepidation
within the school from administration, from classmates as to this
dog. You know: how well wasit trained? Wasit friendly? Wasit
thoroughly cleaned? And so on. There were a whole series of
issues, but again due to collaborative effort, information, and

education these initial concerns were overcome, and the young
gentleman and his service dog have been allowed access. He no
longer had to stay at home, but he could receive the full support of
the service dog.

Onething that Bill 203 must haveis alarge portion of education
and information support. There are a number of individuals—and
| gather it runs sometimes with regard to ethnic backgrounds — that
have a severe fear of dogs, and that fear might cause them discom-
fort. What we need to do is provide the education and information
for peopleto realize that these service dogs are not a personal threat
and that they serve avery special function.

Thereis another concern that we havetoo. Thisyoung lady who
| helped at the University of Calgary had alarge poster draped over
the saddlebags of her dog saying: “Please do not pet. Thisdogisa
servicedog.” | know the number of times| tried to drag a stray dog
home and claim that it had followed me home. We have to treat
people and their service dogs with respect and recognize that this
isn't your regular pet, that this animal has a specific function to
perform.

Therefore, | hope that as part of making Bill 203, the Service
Dogs Act, successful, there will be a great amount put aside to
inform the public on therole of these dogs, not just taxi driverswho
may question whether or not this dog can be admitted or individuals
in apartment complexes who may not realize that thisis no regular
pet. Thisisthe equivalent of a human companion and needs to be
treated with and awarded the same degree of respect that we would
provide to a person who is serving as an aide to an individual with
disabilities.

| want to pass along my support for Bill 203, the Service Dogs
Act, and to please ask that the education and information parts of
this bill along with the follow-up in terms of allowing the access to
occur take place.

Thank you very much.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning, followed
by the hon. Member for Calgary-Nose Hill, followed by the hon.
Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview, then the hon. Member
for Drayton Valey-Cadmar, and then the hon. Member for
Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Mr. Backs: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm very pleased to rise in
strong support of Bill 203, the Service DogsAct, 2007, and | would
like to congratulate and commend the Member for Strathcona for
bringing this bill forward. It'savery timely and a necessary bill as
the need for service dogs devel opsto ahigher degreein our society.
Thishill doesclarify and strengthen therights of service dog owners
and it does ensure that things like occupancy, accommodation,
service for people with service dogs is properly recognized. The
need for service dogsis as clear as the need for guide dogs for the
blind.
2:40

You know, the ways that we deal with problems that arise for
people who are disabled are things that change over time. |
remember when we started to change the nature of the cornersof our
sidewalks and make ramps. | talked to some folks who had vision
problems. They found that their cane no longer was good for them
to deal with coming to the corner becausethey couldn’t useit to find
out where the road started anymore. Now, the fact was that they
needed those guide dogs. The same is very, very true for service
dogs in many, many circumstances in our society. 1’'ve had many
people in my constituency call me about this particular bill, and it's
very interesting that there is such support for legislation of this
nature.
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There are savings for the province in that there are not adequate
numbers of people to work with the disabled right now because of
shortagesin our labour market. Service dogs—and anumber of my
constituents have brought thisforward to me—providean alternative
to realistically hel ping the disabled operate within our society. The
savings in not having people do that | think is clear. The need for
this bill isimportant.

I commend the arguments of the Member for Calgary-Fish Creek
and also the Member for Calgary-Varsity and what they have saidin
terms of the importance of the comradeship, the partnership that
these animals provide. | support this bill, and | support it very
strongly.

| thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Foothills, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

Mr. Webber: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity to rise
and speak to Bill 203, the Service Dogs Act, sponsored by the hon.
Member for Strathcona. The effortsthe member has put forth in the
sponsorship of thisbill are commendable and should be applauded.

| want to acknowledge that this act benefits al persons with
disabilities who need to use service dogs. Personswith disabilities
who need service dogs currently lack sufficient protection. The
Service Dogs Act will enable service dogs' usersto lead lives free
of discrimination. This act defines the use of a service dog for the
betterment of every individua who relies on them throughout their
daily lives.

| want to draw attention to other jurisdictions where similar
legislation has been a success story. British Columbia, Quebec,
Manitoba, and New Brunswick are provinces that have enacted
legislation that permits service dogs, allowing personswith disabili-
ties who need service dogs to have unrestricted access to public
accommodationsand facilities. Thesejurisdictionshaverecognized
that persons with disabilities and their accompanying service dogs
should not face intolerance.

It is imperative to outline that in the Service Dogs Act an
accredited service dog will be used by individuals who are affected
by arange of physical disahilities. Itisimportant to provide persons
with disabilities who need service dogs an opportunity to live and
interact in their community free of bias. We should strive to
recognize, as other jurisdictions have, that service dogs for persons
with disabilities are an essentia part of their lives. For many
individual s service dogs become indispensable and are required to
perform day-to-day errands and responsibilities. Servicedogsarea
necessity. They assist the individual to reduce some of the compli-
cations that a person with a disability faces. Service dogs provide
these individuals with the capability to perform basic tasks that
persons without disabilities take for granted.

I'd like to take this opportunity to refer to the example of British
Columbiaand this province's Guide Animal Act. Thisjurisdiction
recognized the importance of service dogs and the useful purpose
that they serve. Service dogs provide a necessary service to their
dependants. We need to ensurethat aperson requiring aservice dog
is not discriminated against when they attempt to access public
accommodations and facilities.

In Quebec they acknowledge that their dog guides are equivalent
to a prosthetic device. Equating the service dog to a prosthetic
device communicates their importance very effectively. This
description makesit possible for fellow citizensto comprehend the
legitimacy of service dogs and the purpose that they serve for those
who use them. The Manitoba Human Rights Code acknowledges
that a person with a disability is someone who relies on the use of a
guide dog or other animal assistant.

| want to emphasize that Bill 203 does not reduce the legitimacy
of aguide dog. It isintended to strengthen the understanding that
both guide dogs and service dogs are relevant aides. This is an
important distinction, and onethat Bill 203 will further and sustain.
New Brunswick haslegislated theright for aperson with adisability
who needs adog guide to have fair accessto rental, residential, and
commercial properties as well as the purchase of rea estate.
Newfoundland and Labrador also recognize that persons with
disabilities who need dog guides should have equa access to
housing accommodations. Bill 203 provides an opportunity to
demonstrate that we care about and acknowledge the complex life of
a person with a disability.

We have an obligation to acknowledge the personal challenges
that persons with disabilities face. A service dog should not be
perceived as a barrier. Those who can better their lives by using
accredited service dogsshould beallowed to do so. Service dogsfor
personswith disabilities serve to benefit their wellness and improve
their overal quality of life. Service dogs empower their compan-
ions, providing them with the ability to actively participate in
society. Wehaveto redlize, asother jurisdictions have, that persons
with disabilitiesfed asthoughthey havelimited capabilitiesbecause
they are not comfortable and need the assistance of a service dog to
go anywhere. The public perception assumes that service dogs are
not permitted into public areas. For persons with disabilities, this
restrictive atmosphere contributes to feelings of apprehension and
isolation. We must recognize that service dogs provide a potential
toaleviatethesefedlings, ensuring that personswith disabilitiescan
live the best possible life.

A problem that has been documented in Alberta and other
jurisdictionsisthat peoplewho need service dogswerebeing denied
access to restaurants, businesses, and other public places. We need
to address thisissue so that Albertans, both those with and without
disabilities, will understand the necessity and legitimacy of aservice
dog. For most citizens it is common knowledge that the visually
challenged are allowed to be accompanied by a guide dog into any
public setting. The intention of this bill isto establish that persons
with disabilities who need service dogs are permitted to access
public places without discrimination. It is Alberta s turn to recog-
nize that the use of a service dog can only serve to better peopl€'s
lives. Bill 203 will communicate to businesses and other public
venues that service dogs are equal in purpose to guide dogs. We
need to alow the disabled the full advantages afforded to all
Albertans. Itisin the best interest of everyone.

This act will also ensure that a person with a disability and their
accompanying service dog will have equa access to housing.
Persons with disabilities should not be discriminated against when
they attempt to purchase or rent an available housing accommoda-
tion. Any potential vacancy that would be available to a person
without a disability should be available to aperson with adisability
and their accompanying servicedog. Thereshould beno discrimina-
tion. If a person with a disability can meet the financial require-
ments, they should be recognized as a qualified candidate for a
housing vacancy.

Bill 203 will clarify any discrepanciesthat are currently occurring
with personswith disabilities and their accompanying service dogs.
Itisimportant to establish that the rights of personswith disabilities
and their accompanying service dogs will be protected. This piece
of legislation will allow a person with a disability who needs a
service dog unrestricted accessto al public facilities and accommo-
dations. A distinction is especially important because of the
potentia conflict that could arise if a person, with or without a
disability, is not aware of their rights and how to treat the situation.
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Not only will these individuals be allowed unrestricted access to
public areas; they will aso be able to fully participate in the
workforce. It is a necessity that persons with disabilities are not
discriminated against when they are seeking employment. If the
person with a disability is employed, their need for a service dog
must be respected. The employer must recogni ze thereliance on the
service dog and in no way limit the potential opportunities of the
individual. Thiswill allow a person with adisability to liveamore
fulfilling life, which cannot be achieved if they are restricted from
working. The rights established in this act will enable those
individuals who need a service dog to be in a better position to
contribute to our society. They’ll be able to improve their social
status and advance their personal aspirations.

2:50

Other jurisdictions have concluded that service dogs have a
minimal impact in day-to-day life. The expectations are that the
service dog will be kept obedient in a manner that would be solely,
in apublic area, for the assistance of the person with a disability.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to applaud the intent of Bill 203. It
serves to improve the lives of individuals who need service dogs.
This act offers the potential for persons with disabilities to gain the
respect and dignity that they deserve. Those of us who are not
familiar with the struggles of physical disabilities can surely realize
the comfort and useful purposethat aservicedog provides. Thisact
addresses a problem that has been well documented in the province
of Alberta and several other jurisdictions. It's time to offer those
who face disadvantages a chance to improve their lives. Itisin the
interests of our province and will benefit many.

Bill 203 will demonstrate that our government is continually
trying to assist persons with disabilities by allowing them the right
to be accompanied by an accredited service dog. | believe that this
is a commendable piece of legislation, and it isin our best interest
to pass Bill 203.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Hon. members, the next four speskers that have
advised me of their desire to participate are the Member for
Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview, then the M ember for Edmonton-Mill
Woods, then the Member for Red Deer-North, then the Member for
Cardston-Taber-Warner. If there are others, kindly advise.

The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

Mr. Martin: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I'll be short
becausethere are other peoplewho want to participatein thisdebate.
Again, like others | would congratul ate the Member for Strathcona
for bringing forward this bill. 1t's certainly designed to eliminate
discrimination based on the fact that a person is dependent on a
service dog. We know this can be problematic for certain people.
There are bylawsin condo associations and others where you can't
have pets. There are rental places — especially now, with the rent
increases and lack of vacancies, this becomes an even more severe
problem for people that need service dogs. So it'sagood hill.

| just want to say that there could be an unintended loophole,
though, that I' d like the member to think about becauseit allowsfor
the minister to issue identification cards as proof of aservicedog's
quadification. My worry thereis that, knowing how bureaucracies
work sometimes, it may take along time to get these service cards.
Peoplelosethem. It seemsto methat this could allow someleeway
for those that might want to do it to discriminate in case the proof of
aqualificationisn’timmediately available, and | know that’s not the
intention of the act.

| would say that thisis agood hill, but maybe the member would
takealook at what I’d call afriendly amendment stating something
like this: at no point shall the lack of identification issued by the
ministry abrogate the rights and responsibilities under section 3. It
seems to methat if we did that, even if they didn’t have the card —
it was coming; with the bureaucracy they’d lost it, but it was still
coming — that would still not stop the grounds for discrimination. |
just throw that out to the member to consider. Other than that, we
certainly will support the bill, Mr. Speaker.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods, then
followed by the members for Red Deer-North, Cardston-Taber-
Warner, Calgary-Hays, and Calgary-Fort.

The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Mrs. Mather: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. First of al, | want to
acknowledge that animals contribute tremendously to al of our
lives. Our dogs, for example, aid uson our farms, help usretain our
independence, offer uscomfort intime of need, find missing people,
and partner with the police in canine units. It’s time to reward the
contributions of our animal popul ation and give them the protection
and recognition that they deserve, so | thank the Member for
Strathcona for bringing Bill 203, Service Dogs Act, to us.

I'd like to share a dog story that’s important to our history, not
purely aCanadian dog story but one with a Canadian connection. It
took place in 1867, a year that has a certain significance for
Canadians and adifferent significancefor Brits. The British, asyou
probably know, have a reputation as dog lovers, and 1867 was the
year anew dog tax and registration were introduced in Britain. In
Canada, with our three plus levels of government, such a measure
would come in the form of a municipal bylaw. In Britain, where
thereare no provincial governmentsexcept in Northern Ireland, and
where dogs are really important, the new dog tax came in a bill
introduced in the Mother of Parliaments, at Westminster. Dog
loversall over the country had strong opinions on this proposed law.
They were writing | ettersand | obbying their MPs, and many of them
showed up inthevisitors' gallery the day the bill wasto be debated.

Now, the same day there was ancther hill on the Order Paper, for
the passage of the British North America Act to join a number of
colonies in the New World into a dominion called Canada. The
terms of Confederation had been debated back and forth for along
time. There had been arguments over the name of the new entity,
arguments over the division of powers between the central govern-
ment and the provinces, and arguments over the makeup of an upper
House to be called the Senate. Does this sound familiar?

With more than three rounds of bargaining behind them, the
Canadian Fathers of Confederation who made it to London for the
final reading of the bill were hoping that this would be the final
reading. With Canadians' penchant for debating constitutional
proposals, they were hoping that some backbench member would not
throw a monkey wrench into the process by coming up with some
new proposal or variation. The Canadians sat, worried, in the
gallery with fingers crossed and bated breath. They needn’t have
worried. With all of the spectators crowded in for the next hill, on
the dog tax, the parliamentarians wouldn’'t dare begin any new
discussion that would come between British dog owners and their
dogs.

So Canadian Confederation passed in a matter of minutes. The
MPsyawned asthe bill was read, shuffled asit was explained, gave
it perfunctory agreement, and saved their speeches and energiesfor
the real business of the day: the dog tax bill that followed. Mr.
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Speaker, we owe the existence of Canadato British dog lovers, and
today | would like to return that favour.

[Mr. Marz in the chair]

In my earlier member’ s statement on this topic | talked about the
way dogs, working with humans, mirror and enhance our humanity.
They draw our attention to moods we barely sense and accept us as
their leaders with an unqualified loyalty. In providing finely tuned
supports for persons with many kinds of disabilities, they have
extended awareness to the ways we al are differently abled. They
show sensitivity to others' needs in their gentleness to young
children. We use the expression “dog eat dog.” It better describes
the business world than the canine one. Dogs show greater loyalty
than many employers do to their employees and suppliers.

Mr. Speaker, thishill providesfor dogswho work with humansto
be able to do their job more effectively, without hindrance, and so
helps to limit discrimination toward people who depend on them.
Our passing it puts us on the road to a more human society.

In my earlier member’s statement | referred to an Ode to a Dog
by Albert Payson Terhune, author of the Lad of Sunnybank stories.
Here I’ m going to read a part of that poem about canine qualities.

Staunch friendship, wanting neither thanks nor fee
Safe privilege to worship and to guard:

That istheir creed. They know no shrewder way
To travel through their hour of lifetime here.
Would Man but deign to serve his god as they,
[The Kingdom would] dawn within the year.

Mr. Speaker, by passing this bill, let us let service dogs do their
jobs that they do so well, and let us do the job we need to do: the
building of a human society that brings us closer to the kingdom.

Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Red Deer-North.

Mrs. Jablonski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m very honoured to
speak to this private member’ shill, and |, too, congratul ate the hon.
Member for Strathconafor his efforts over the last five years.

People have come to love their dogs so much that some of them
have a hard time understanding why anyone would not be willing to
welcome a dog in their homes. As the old saying goes: love me,
love my dog. Harry S. Truman aso thought that dogs were very
important. He said, “Children and dogs are as necessary to the
welfare of the country as is Wall Street and the railroads.” Emily
Dickinson ranked dogs right up there with human beings. Shesaid,
“They are better than human beings because they know but do not
tell.”
3:00

As loving and as important as my dogs are to me, they do not
serve in the same way that a service dog servesits master. Whether
the master be a young, autistic child, a person who is blind, or a
person who is deaf, dogs joyously serve our needs in ways that are
amazing. We haveall heard theincredible stories of how dogs have
saved the lives of family members who would have otherwise slept
through a raging fire or a burglary, and we can see in our own
communities guide dogs that safely |ead those who are blind across
busy streetsand through crowded sidewalks. Dogs are amazing, and
well-trained service dogsare essential to hel p meet the needs of their
masters with disabilities.

| have a constituent in Red Deer-North who has been very active
over the last few years working to help peoplein our community to
understand why service dogs for those with hearing impairment
require equal rights. Liz Craig often walks in downtown Red Deer

with her beautiful, well-trained dog, whose name is Rain, by her
side, protecting her and giving her warnings from sounds that he
hears that Liz cannot hear. In one sense Liz asks that all service
dogs be given the same rights as guide dogs. | would like to
sincerely thank Liz for al that she's done to help bring legislation
forward to recognize these service dogs. She asks that service dogs
begiven therespect and rights of guide dogs asrecognized under the
Blind Persons' Rights Act.

Bill 203, the Service Dogs Act, will do just that. Bill 203 will
enshrine the human right of mobility for those with disability into
the laws of our province. Bill 203 is about ensuring that persons
with disabilities can succeed and not be discriminated against. This
government has made a commitment to Albertans to consider the
needs of the disability community when developing legislation and
policy. Bill 203 upholds this government priority. Bill 203 will
create legal recognition for service dogs and extend rights to those
who rely on service dogs for assistance with everyday tasks. The
Blind Persons’ Rights Act guarantees that those who rely on guide
dogs are protected from discrimination. The vast majority of
Albertans and Alberta businesses recognizes the value of service
dogs to the disability community and are amenable to their use in
public places. Entrenching theright to use aservicedogin law will
ensure that thisright is applied consistently and systematically.

Bill 203 contains provisionsto ensure that the use of service dogs
in Albertais effectively regulated, and the potential for abuse of the
systemisminimal. Also, very importantly, Bill 203 would allow the
minister to regul atetraining school sfor servicedogs. Theregulation
of training schools would be beneficial not only to the disability
community but to the general public as well. Regulating training
schools would provide an assurance that the animal is properly
trained to meet everyday needs. These regulated training schools
could enhance public safety by ensuring that service dogs are
prepared to meet the challenges of interacting with people in a
variety of settings. They would assist in making sure that service
dogs are trained to deal with issues such as public transportation
procedures and emergency scenarios. Bill 203 will help to clear up
any confusion regarding the acceptable use of these animals.

Some groups have raised concerns about this bill. Thereisthe
possibility that this legislation could cause some confusion due to
overlapwiththecurrent Human Rights, Citizenship and Multicultur-
alism Act. These concerns are valid, but it would be areal tragedy
if this legislation did not proceed for this reason. The beauty of
legislation isthat it is adaptable to changing conditions. If weseea
need in the future to improve thislegislation, we are able to do that
through amendments and changes to regulations.

An open, inclusive, and just society is something that we as
Albertans highly value. | urge all members of this Assembly to
strongly consider giving their support to thishill. After al, dogsare
aperson’ sbest friend, and as my husband often says, they’ rethe best
kind of people.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Cardston-Taber-
Warner.

Mr. Hinman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I1t'san honour to get up and
to talk on Bill 203. | applaud the intent of this bill and the many
accolades that have been given to dogs. I'madog lover. I'madog
owner. | understand and really appreciate the value of dogs in our
society.

It helps in many ways. For such things as the border there are
many things where the dog is the most efficient and the best that we
can use for finding drugs, firearms, money that’s being smuggled.
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Then there is the positive aspect in society. For many people that
are sick, there’ s nothing better than aloyal companion like adog to
help them to recover, and many seniorsin their homes place great
importanceon their dog and the comfort that they givethemand also
the safety. Thelist goes on and on.

Many members here have spoken to the benefits of dogs, but due
to time shortage and to try and be quick, I’ [l make my remarks brief
and talk about the other side, where | have afew concernsand think
maybe we need some friendly amendments in order to protect the
rights of all Canadians. Our freedom and rights as individuas
generally end where they infringe on other peoplé€’s freedoms and
rights. We always need to look at that and be careful when we want
to entrench a so-called new right that we think someone has been
neglected in having.

My concern, Mr. Speaker, isfor people with allergies. Thereare
many people that have allergies to dogs. I'll use the example of a
restaurant owner. Perhaps hiswholefamily worksin that restaurant,
and they're alergic to dogs. If we entrench this to where they
cannot protect their own rights, what’ sgoing to happenin asituation
like that? If a dog comes into a restaurant like that, then all of a
sudden the owners and the workers are put in a situation where
they're having a terrible attack, and they can do nothing about it
because this law is written such that they have no rights.

So my concern is that there needs to be some sort of little
amendment in herethat woul d addresstherights of owners, workers,
and other areasthat are allergic to dogs and could have perhapseven
alife-threatening situation in the presence of one. Somehow there
needs to be a balance where that courtesy, that respect, that under-
standing is extended out, and peopl€ srights are protected. It's not
that we want to stop service dogs from going everywhere, but there
are those rare occasions when there are circumstances. |If thislaw is
passed and written in stone such that they now have the absolute
right to go anywhere and everywhere they desire to go, we are
infringing and perhaps putting other people in danger because of
that.

So | would like to see alittle bit of softening of the wording on
where they can go, like | say, for businesses and owners to be able
to have alittle bit of courtesy and respect for their rights for those
things that are affecting their health. But on the whole, like | say, |
love dogs. I'm a dog owner. | think the intent of this hill is
excellent, but we need to look at those who it maybeisn’t excellent
for in the way the wording is and respect those people.

Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Hays.

Mr. Johnston: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. | am pleased to join the
discussion on the Service Dogs Act, 2007, introduced by the hon.
Member for Strathcona. | support Bill 203 because it clarifies the
ambiguitiesconcerningtherightsand responsibilitiesinvolvedinthe
utilization of servicedogs. No legislation specifically addressesthe
use of service dogs by physically disabled persons in need of
assistance. Many peoplewho use service dogs have been faced with
uncomfortable and avoidable situations stemming from the vague-
ness of the rights of these people.

People with disabilities face additional, unnecessary burdens due
to the genera public’'s lack of knowledge regarding the nature of
service dogs. People seem to be less informed about the myriad of
daily tasks service dogs help the physically disabled complete.
Albertans are fully aware of the extent to which guide dogs assist
blind persons. Thereisaneed to clarify the rights of those who use
service dogs in order to alow the physically disabled to utilize
service dogs so they, too, can receive help in completing essential
tasks throughout their days.

Since there is no clear legisation addressing service dogs, the
public has not come to a consensus on which protocols to follow.
Each situation appears to be dealt with on an individual basis with
no set standards. Mr. Speaker, if Bill 203 is enacted, it would no
longer be unintentionally Ieft in the hands of the general public to
determine if persons accompanied by service dogs can enter certain
establishments. Bill 203 would empower those of uswho use these
dogs asthey would have clear and solid documentsto present if their
rights were being contested.

3:10

Clarification of the rights of persons with service dogsis impor-
tant as it will strengthen their rights, for example, renting an
apartment, entering grocery stores, or having equal accessto public
spaces. The Human Rights, Citizenship and MulticulturalismActis
intended to provide protection for physically disabled individuas
who need the use of servicedogs. It iscurrently the only protective
measure set in place to safeguard the rights of physically disabled
persons who use service dogs.

Provisions are often unclear regarding the recourse if theright to
be accompanied by aservicedogisdenied. Protection under the act
hasproven to beinsufficient. Local police currently lack astandard
for enforcing the provision of the act, and more cases go to the
human rights court because of the lack of clarity. It often takes
extended periods of time for the courts to rule on complaints filed
under theHuman Rights, Citizenship and MulticulturalismAct. Bill
203 would ensure that persons with disabilities have the legal right
to be accompanied by an accredited service dogin al areas open to
the general public, free of discrimination, no questions asked. Mr.
Spesker, with the enactment of Bill 203 it would be clearly against
the law to ask someone accompanied by a service dog to leave a
public area. Confusion would be eliminated, and their rights could
not be denied if they were explicitly outlined in legislation.

The Blind Persons' Rights Act clearly establishes the rights of
blind people and prohibits discriminatory practice against persons
accompanied by guide dogs. Most people and organizations
understand that guide dogs for the visually impaired are protected
under the Blind Persons’ Rights Act, but most do not necessarily
understand that the Human Rights, Citizenship and Multiculturalism
Act does the same for persons with disabilities accompanied by
servicedogs. TheBlind Persons’ Rights Act sets the precedent for
explicit rights regarding use of service dogs for al the physically
disabled community.

Provisions in Bill 203 include references to service dogs them-
selves. Thisprovision would makeitillegal to ask someone to keep
their service dog outside while in a public area. The bill would
identify who is legally entitled to the use of a service dog. Only
those defined under the Service Dogs Act as having a physical
disability would be entitled to use a certified service dog.

Bill 203 strictly stipulates the standards of the service dogs. In
order to be classified as service dogs, the animals would have to
meet safety and training requirements to ensure their reliability.
Service dogs are trained in such away that while they are assisting
those in need, they act as though they are on duty and are fully
attentive and on task. Service dogs are used to avoid hazards, assist
the deaf or hard of hearing, assist with mobility disabilities, assist
with seizure response, and otherwise compensate for a disability.

Mr. Speaker, Bill 203 would provide more freedom and enhanced
quality of life for the physicaly disabled. Persons who utilize
service dogs would no longer have to worry about confrontations
while they go about their daily chores and activities. We as
Albertans want to create an environment where those with service
dogs can fully participate in al aspects of the province' s activities.



April 2, 2007

Alberta Hansard 339

Bill 203 presents an opportunity to enhance social cohesion and
Albertans' quadlity of life. Itisour duty aslegislatorsto correct this
unacceptable situation and to ensurethat all Albertansaretreated in
an equitable manner.

I urge my fellow members to support Bill 203. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fort.

Mr. Cao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm very pleased to speak on
Bill 203, Service DogsAct, 2007, and | must commend the Member
for Strathconafor bringing thisexcellent bill forward. He' scertainly
giving this House an opportunity to put stock in the commitment to
doing what's right for al Albertans, including taking action on
behalf of Alberta’s disabled community.

Mr. Speaker, | echo the sentiments of Alberta’ s disabled commu-
nity when | point out what a progressive piece of legidation thisis
for so many disabled citizens. In this piece of legislation we are
continuing to ingrain the fundamental principle that all Albertans
will have the opportunity to partake in our society. Bill 203, the
Service Dogs Act, is a positive measure in assuring that Alberta s
disabled population would be afforded the opportunities necessary
to excel in their communities.

Asmembersof thisAssembly it isour responsibility to ensurethat
therightsand the needs of al individuals are secure as per the ever-
changing needsin our society.

Mr. Speaker, thisbill fitswell with the priority aiming to improve
Albertans' quality of life. That is our government’s priority,
improving lives by creating policiesthat reflect the varying needs of
disabled Albertans.

All Albertans are unique, including those with a disability. We
are consistently looking at various ways that we can facilitate the
ease of inclusion of al Albertans. Assistance for disabled individu-
asisapriority that isalways undergoing fine-tuning. Thisincludes
making infrastructure improvements, with the installation of ramps
and elevators, lifts for the physically disabled, and offering TTY
service viatelephone for the hearing impaired. The general use of
dogs assisting the disabled in Alberta has been facilitated by the
Blind Persons' Rights Act and the Human Rights, Citizenship and
Multiculturalism Act. They havejustly served both theblind and the
visually impaired by making it illegal to discriminate against
individuals with guide dogs. The former provides the necessary
framework for regulating the use of dogs as a form of visual
assistance.

As socia norms continue to change, this Assembly is being
presented with opportunities to ensure that our laws reflect what's
right and fair in this community. The important role of the service
dog isin no doubt. A specidly trained service dog is one of the
meansavailableto aid in everything, from safely performing day-to-
day tasksto even obtai ning an education and devel oping asuccessful
career. Some of us might not be aware that the use of a highly
specialized canine friend is not limited to the scope of seeing eye
dogs, Mr. Speaker. Other functions include assisting the hearing
impaired, providing timely seizure response, aiding in the comple-
tion of day-to-day tasks, and generally enriching thelivesof disabled
citizens.

I’m touched every time | hear yet another heartwarming story
involving Albertans, regardless of age and affliction, being better
equipped to contribute to society as a result of their loyal service
dog. Theopportunitiesfor servicedogsto help disabled individuals
are as varied as those who require the support and are often for
activities that many of us take for granted. For example, cerebral
pa sy isaneurological disorder and causes serious physical disabili-

tiesin posture and movement. For individuals with cerebral palsy,
thisparticular dogisableto do thingssuch as pick up dropped items,
open doors, and even press the necessary speed-dial onthe phonein
case of emergency.

When the majority of Albertans see an individual with a service
dog, they are happy to afford the dog and the handler common
courtesy and the space necessary to do what they must. That’swhy
I"d like to think that this piece of legislation, Mr. Speaker, is very
proactive in empowering disabled persons rather than restricted to
instances of discrimination, considering the hardship that can arise
when viable members of our society are discouraged from doing
what they need to do as a result of a service dog, especidly in a
culture that so openly accepts guide dogs for the blind.

I’'m sure that the members in this Chamber are comforted by
having acertain dog in their lives although | don’t think that any of
our four-legged friends are performing on quite ascal easthese other
service dogs.

So, Mr. Speaker, this very important bill strengthens our social
infrastructure, affirming our commitment to all Albertans. Whenwe
call dogs“man’sbest friend,” let’ streat our best friends the way we
treat ourselves, particularly those friends who not only play with us
but also seriously work with usto help our vulnerable citizens. For
thisreason | call on thewholeHouseto support thishbill whol eheart-
edly and with every vote that you can draw on.

Thank you.

3:20
The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

M sPastoor : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | will bebrief, but | just want
to make sure that 1'm on the record for having spoken to this
wonderful bill that my colleague from Strathcona has brought
forward. It has been many years since this has been discussed, and
good on him for bringing this forward and actually getting it to the
point where we're creating legislation. Certainly, in my mind, itis
something that should be passed at this point.

An Hon. Member: Question.

M s Pastoor: Perhaps | should ask my hon. colleague a question.

One of the experiences that | had where | learned the difference
between a guide dog and a service dog was quite by accident with
one of my constituents. | was making a presentation for a 60th
wedding anniversary. When | wasinvited into their home, they had
pictures of many dogs. Then we got into the fact that the man was
deaf but also had a depth perception, in fact, that he was prone to
falling. The dog that he had used for many, many years would,
when he was going towards steps or if there was an incline, actually
step right in front of him to warn him. | just thought that that was
really wonderful, and | found this, as| mentioned, quite by accident.

One of thethingsthat | can't believe isthat the general society is
still not aware of the value of these animalsin our livesand that they
don’t realize that thisiswhat helpsthese peopleliveto their highest
potential. | think of the horses that are used in our Handicapped
Riding Association. | think it’s been mentioned about the ability of
dogs to bring out the very best in autistic children. 1I’ve also seen
that work with horses.

I think that we really have to value and understand the quality of
lifethat animalsbring to our lives, not just in terms of serviceand in
guides but also in my particular area of geriatrics, the wonderful
bringing out of some people, in particular Alzheimer’s, when
animalsare around. They love bunnies, and they love animals, and
they lovethe catsthat will come up and cuddle with them. Animals
are very, very important.
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Intheregulationsthat would go alongwiththislegislation | would
like to see a very, very strong educational component put in so that
we can educate the generd public. | think the general public, in
fairness to them, are probably no different from the rest of us.
Unless something sort of really affectsus personally, we often aren’t
aware of it. | believe that a good educational program would make
general society a lot more aware. In the awareness and in the
understanding | also think that we create acceptance so that at some
point intimethisconversation that we' re having right now would be
absolutely an obsolete conversation because everyone would
understand and appreciate and accept that animals are important in
our lives.

Also, for usthat are not disabled, | think wereally haveto be able
to have the opportunity to learn. In the learning, as|’ve said, and
also in the acceptance | believe that it would create an empathy for
people less fortunate than us and certainly an empathy for people
who want to be a part of society that probably never had the
opportunity to be a part of our society before.

So | stand here and, like my colleague ahead of me, ask for full
support of this House for this very, very important bill for those of
us who are less fortunate.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Buffalo.

Mr. Cenaiko: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 1t'smy pleasure
to rise and speak to Bill 203, the Service Dogs Act. I'd liketo thank
the hon. Member for Strathcona. His work for disabled people as
the chair of the Premier’s Council on the Status of Persons with
Disabilities is commendable.

Mr. Speaker, Bill 203 isavery meaningful way of recognizing the
needs of disabled peoplein Alberta. Peoplewho have challengesor
burdens need to have the tool sand the meansto | ead meaningful and
productive lives. We al know the importance of having a strong
economy and a healthy business climate. None of that is sustained
without ensuring that we have strong and healthy Albertans.

Our government has made it a priority to improve the quality of
lifeof Albertans. Bill 203 comes at atime when our government is
focused on making sure its policies and directions reflect the needs
of the disabled community. All Albertans are a critical component
of astrong and successful province. Lifting up those Albertanswho
need help alows the province to meet its full productivity. The
Service Dogs Act will help disabled people participate fully in
society and the economy free of discrimination. It will help all
Albertans to gain a greater understanding of the needs of disabled
people. This bill addresses how a disabled individua can have a
service dog and use the dog as a critical support to daily living.

TheHuman Rights, Citizenship and Multiculturalism Act doesnot
providesufficient recoursetoindividua swho facediscrimination as
aresult of using aservice dog. The HRCMA does protect persons
with disabilities, but there are no provisionsin the act that support
individuals with service dogs if they are refused access to arestau-
rant or are not allowed to travel on abus. Individuas should not be
restricted in their day-to-day goings-on because they lack the
necessary legal protections. Individualsshould not be denied access
to public places or transportation because of an ambiguity in
legidation. As such, Mr. Speaker, Bill 203 serves to build on the
HRCMA by prohibiting di scrimination towards disabl ed peoplewho
have a service dog and putting in place fines to send a message to
those who act in discriminatory ways. Albertans recognize how a
Service Dogs Act represents common sense.

TheBlind Persons’ Rights Act has been very effectivein protect-
ing blind people and allowing them to participate fully in society.
Guide dogs play such avaluable role in the lives of their handlers.

Albertans understand the role guide dogs play in supporting the
visually challenged. The role of the Blind Persons’ Rights Act is
well regarded and respected. The BPRA was amended in 2004 to
strengthen its provisions relating to enforcement and identification.
It isastrong piece of legidation, and it will continue to be a stand-
alone piece of legislation. Through a Service Dogs Act we have an
opportunity to extend the provisions of the BPRA to all other
disabled people. Bill 203 aso levels the legidative playing field
between provinces. British Columbia has similar legislation.

Bill 203 istheright thingto do. We are giving the opportunity to
personswith disahilitiesto get around in their communitiesin away
that they may have been prevented from doing in the past. Bill 203
alows for greater self-reliance. Persons with disabilities can lead
more independent lives in doing their groceries, going to medical
appointments, visiting family and friends. It canimprovetheir self-
esteem and confidence, and it alows caregivers and service
providerstheability to try new approachesin assisting persons with
disabilities and attempting new types of care.

Mr. Speaker, Bill 203 will protect individuals with service dogs
fromdiscrimination in accessing housing. Wemust ensurethat they
are not discriminated against if they want to rent a house or an
apartment. There's agreat deal of pride for an individual in his or
her place of dwelling, and without protections in place for people
who need service dogs, they can be limited in where they could live
on their own.

Bill 203 can serve to increase the opportunities available to
individuals with disabilities who seek employment. There is no
better way to increase aperson’ s self-worth and self-esteem than the
opportunity to be employed. There are meaningful opportunitiesfor
persons with disabilities to participate in the workforce. If barriers
exist for individuals, it isincumbent on us that they are removed to
allow peopleto lead independent lives.
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Bill 203 alowsindividualswithdisabilitiestolead improved lives
and | believe is moving in the right direction by giving disabled
people the rights as outlined in the bill. Our responsibility, Mr.
Speaker, asMLAsisto ensurethat Albertans have agreat quality of
life. Our government is moving ahead to improve the quality of life
of Albertans, most importantly, making sure that disabled individu-
ascan participate fully in the life of this province. 1 think Bill 203
isastep forward towards fuller participation. Legislation alowing
peopleto lead active, independent livesis legidation we should be
keen to support.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Bow.

Ms Del ong: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Thishill isthe
latest step in continuing efforts to protect the human rights of
Albertans with disabilities. It reflects government’s priority of
ensuring that our policies reflect the varied needs of the disabled
community.

It is a basic principle of fairness that everyone enjoy a full life
regardless of what their abilities or possibly disabilitiesmay be. No
person should be deprived of the opportunity to participate fully in
the social, economic, and culturd life of the province. For some a
trained service dog provides the opportunity to live independently.
It enables the successful completion of an education. It aso opens
the possibility of holding ajob.

In Alberta more than 350,000 people, about one person in eight,
live with some form of disability. Many people are quite capable
and not in need of atrained dog, but atrained dog can perform more
than 100 different tasks.
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Service dogs raise the standard of living and the qudity of life of
their handlers. Research has found that within six months of
receiving atrained service dog, people with ambulatory disabilities
showed asignificant improvement in self-esteem and psychol ogical
well-being. They were more integrated into their community, they
increased their school attendance or hours of part-time employment,
and they required fewer paid and unpaid hours of assistance.

Trained service dogs raise self-esteem and psychologica well-
being. Participantsin one study reported nearly athreefold increase
in their self-esteem on a standardized psychosocia status question-
naire one year after being paired with atrained service dog.

Trained service dogs help their handlers integrate into their
communities. Service dogs also have a positive effect on marital
status, helping separated or divorced handlers reconcile with their
spouses. There is evidence showing that people are less awkward
around individuals with disabilities who are accompanied by a
trained service dog.

Having atrained service dog can reduce by more than two-thirds
the number of hours each handler needs assistance and aid.
Disability support workers can focus on enabling additiona
activities and have more time to assist their clients. After factoring
in training costs over the course of itslifetime, atrained service dog
can mean dollar savingsin the tens of thousands. The province has
a shortage of well-qualified staff in al facets of the hedth care
service, and they have ahard timefinding peopleto helpindividuals
with disabilities. The burden aso fals on family members, who
cannot aways offer their services al the time.

Trained servicedogs arewell qualified to do the demanding work
of assisting people with disabilities. They're loyal, obedient, and
spend their entire day helping their handler. A trained service dog
becomes part of the handler’ sfamily. Those dogs can do things that
people cannot. There is some evidence that some dogs can sense
impending seizures and warn their handlers, and other dogs can
sense low blood sugar and remind their handlers to eat.

British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and
Labrador, Ontario, Quebec, and theentireUnited Statesalready have
legidlation protecting service dogs.

Now, this bill is designed to emulate the very successful Blind
Persons’ Rights Act. Many private organizations have had success
training seeing eye dogs, aso known as guide dogs, to assist the
blind and the visually challenged. The success of these training
programs has comein part because of thelegislation recognizing the
unique service seeing eye dogs provide.

All persons with disabilities are protected by the Alberta Human
Rights, Citizenship and Multiculturalism Act, and blind persons are
also protected by the blind persons act. Thishill is complementary
to the blind persons act, and it affirms that dogs who are aiding a
person with adisability deserve the samerecognition and protection
of thelaw. Service dogs benefit both society and those they serve.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Livingstone-Macleod.

Mr. Coutts: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Certified servicedogsarean
excellent way to improve the quality of life of personswith disabili-
ties as well as supplying security for people that are in the service
industry and people that are their customers. In other jurisdictions
certified service dog programs have been successful because these
dogs have been held to the highest standards. In Albertaguidedogs,
otherwise known as seeing eye dogs, have been successful. | know
from our restaurant experiencein our family that we have seen some
of those successes.

They're duein part because of the protection they’ re afforded by

the Blind Persons’ Rights Act, which protects certified dog trainers
and dogsin training and allowsan identification card to beissued for
ablind person/guide dog team. The Service Dogs Act will extend
these advantages to people with other disabilities, and that's the
security that is needed in the service industry today.

Training standards for guide dogs are high. Dogs can only be
certified as guide dogs after going through a careful selection
process and several months of thorough training and testing. High
standards have been set for service dogs prior to certification.
Assistance Dogs International, ADI, asit's known, is an umbrella
organization of not-for-profit assistance dog training schools.
Sharing best practices for training, placement, and utilization of
servicedogsisoneof their highest prioritiesaswell asupholdingthe
highest ethical standards for their members and having well-
established and well-regarded training standardsfor both guide dogs
and service dogs.

Most service dogs programs have atwo- or three-year apprentice-
ship training program intended to ensure that the trainers are well
acquainted with avariety of dog temperaments and are knowledge-
able about a broad range of disabilities. People who are training
service dogs must have the knowledge and experience to offer the
highest standards of service to people with disabilities, including a
selection of clients and canines, training, team matching methods,
and follow-up protocols.

Relatively few dogs meet the very basic criteria to be service
dogs. Breedslike golden and Labrador retrieversare good breedsto
be service dogs because they tend to have the right balance of
behaviour, temperament, and energy. First-rate service dogsare not
overly active, yet they are still people oriented and confident.

Potential service dogs must be physically screened to ensure that
they are disease free, physically capable of taking the tasks that are
required of them, and not prone to chronic health symptoms. A
servicedog must not be aggressive, should not be protective because
that is not their job. Over time dogs may begin to sense their
owner’'s vulnerability and be protective when it's inappropriate.
Service dogs are not permitted to bark aggressively, only in
situationsthat they have actually been trained for. The point of this
rigorous selection process is to find effective dogs.

Dogs that are put through this comprehensive, individualized
training program arewel|-trained service dogsthat aretrained for an
hour or two each day over aperiod of six months. At least aquarter
of thistime isroughly scheduled for public exposure training.
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Service dogs are taught to remain within their handler’ scontrol at
al times. Service dogs fail the training process if they show
aggression, bark inappropriately, bite, snap, growl, jumpinappropri-
ately on strangers, beg, or sniff people. Service dogsaretaught aset
of basic commands including sit, stay, come, heal, and return on
command when off leash. There are over 100 tasks that a service
dog can be trained to perform. The exact skills each servicedog is
taught depend on the needs of the person they will be eventualy
paired with.

Training processesare conducted to the highest humanestandards,
and the welfare of each dog is of critical importance. Accepted
training methods ensure that the physical and emotional safety of
each dog is given the highest priority, and each dog is allowed to
learn at hisor her own pace. They're not paired with ahandler until
they're sufficiently physically or emotionally mature, and pairing
must consider the needs and abilities of both the handler and the
service dog. They can be paired with people of a broad range of
ages. Personal and physical characteristics of adog that enableit to
assist with an active toddler may be much different from that of a
dog being able to assist a 60-year-old businessperson.
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Service dogs need attention and affection, so they are placed only
with persons who are able to interact with them. Recipients of a
service dog must be able to provide a physicaly, emotionaly,
financially stable and secure living environment as well.

Handlers and service dogs undergo severa weeks of training
together, including dog handling skills and an orientation on canine
health and obedience issues. After the formal training there are
regular follow-upswith handlers, with additional training to provide
for handlers' changing circumstances.

A service dog team will only be legally considered a service dog
team once its members have been issued identification cards by the
responsible minister or adesignate. That will provide the minister
with away to ensurethat all service dogs meet the highest qualifica
tions. Thishill is concerned with service dogs, not service animals.
There is no certification for any animals other than dogs.

Mr. Speaker, this bill provides, certainly for restaurant owners,
store owners, and people that are out in the public, that for an
individual entering that premises, a dog is absolutely necessary.
Mysdf and my family, having been 38 years in the restaurant
business, recognize and know that having a well-trained, licensed,
and certified dog provides comfort to your customers, knowing that
itisaworking doganditissafeinacrowd. It aso provides security
and aquality of lifefor personswith disabilities. Thisisawin-win
for everyone.

| urge everyone to support Bill 203.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Wetaskiwin-Camrose.

Mr. Johnson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity to speak
to Bill 203, the Service Dogs Act. First of dl, I'd like to thank the
hon. Member for Strathconafor recognizing the needs of Alberta's
disabled community through this bill.

The challenges of stress, injury, illness are typically temporary
inconveniences which can usually be overcome with treatment and
time. However, some diseases cannot be cured, and some injuries
cannot be fully healed. Genetic predispositions, such as epilepsy,
can result in a disability that can present a rea and pressing
impediment to mobility, daily function, and quality of life. Modern
medicine is just one component in the larger goal of overal
wellness.

The government is committed to wellness, an integral part of
which is the development of policy that allowsall Albertansto live
full, healthy, and productive lives. When conditions prevent an
individual from reaching their potential, we must consider and
facilitate alternative means of enabling and enhancing their overall
state of wellness and quality of life.

Bill 203 proposes an example of this facilitation and builds on
Alberta spast innovation and successin fully ensuring that opportu-
nity and prosperity are attainable for al. The government is
committed to enacting policy that reflects the needs of the disabled
community. Extensivelegidativeand policy framework arein place
and are augmented by a series of publicly funded programs. They
work in conjunction to provide opportunity and security for
Albertans with disabilities. Examplesare AISH, PDD, and distinct
legislation which allows the use of guide dogs for visualy chal-
lenged individuals. Thislegislation hasevolved over time, resulting
in unrestricted access to amenities enjoyed by the visually impaired
who utilize a service animal. They can experience freedom and
independence, that would otherwise be unavailable. This is an
exampleof proactivepublicpolicy inspiring equality and reinforcing
the basic mora principles of fairness and justice.

This Assembly has more than once recognized the challenges of
thedisabled community and provided legal protection not previousy

enjoyed. Examplesof how this Assembly aspired to make life more
enjoyable for the visually challenged include The Blind Persons
White Cane Act in 1955, The Blind Persons' Guide Dogs Act in
1977, and the consolidation of these two actsinto the current Blind
Persons’ Rights Act in 1980.

We are presented today with an opportunity to carry on this
evolution of policy and build upon a strong foundation of inclusion
with our support of this bill, Bill 203. There are Albertans with
disabilities whose lives would be enriched with the assistance of a
service dog, individuals who do not currently enjoy the same
opportunity and legal protection as the visually impaired, groups
with potential to be refused access to an establishment and could
benefit from accessto aservice dog. Thisincludes epileptics, those
who are hard of hearing, those who are mobility impaired, and any
individual suffering from a disability of any kind, such as a brain
injury. There are many establishments that disabled persons could
access with the help of this legidation, including restaurants,
theatres, recreation facilities, schools, and of course various
businesses.

TheHuman Rights, Citizenship and Multiculturalism Act provides
extensive human rights protection to al disabled individuals,
including those who use guide animals. This legidation has set
Alberta apart as aleader in the promotion of human rightsand isin
theory both comprehensiveand sufficient to protect thoseindividuals
addressed by the provisions of Bill 203.

There have been cases where this protection has not been
sufficient. Theissue of access for those using service dogs presents
a definite problem which needs immediate attention. The problem
isnot with the Human Rights, Citizenship and Multiculturalism Act;
the problem iswith public perception and understanding of the role
played by guide and service dogs. A visually impaired person with
aguidedog isquite acceptable, whereas an epileptic individual with
aresponse dog may not be.

The legislative evolution of blind persons' rights in Alberta has
not only provided legal protection; it has served as a function of
raising public awareness of the visualy impaired and their use of
guide dogs. Alberta's human rights legislation provides equal
protection for all individuals using service dogs. Problems with
public perception is due to the fact that we do not have stand-alone
legislation providing and promoting specific protection for the
persons with disabilities who are not visualy challenged. The
provisions of Bill 203 obviate these concerns. More importantly,
they take nothing away from the existing | egislative structure; rather,
they complement it.

In conclusion, the legidlation, then, upholds the government’s
commitment to general wellness and the needs of the disabled. Bill
203 can meet the objectives that this commitment aspires to.
Through Bill 203 there is a great opportunity to reinforce our
dedication to the protection of Albertans and the future well-being
of our province as a whole. Mr. Speaker, | would ask that all
members of the Assembly support Bill 203.

Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Leduc-Beaumont-
Devon.

Mr. Rogers. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It givesmegreat pleasureto
riseand spesk in support of Bill 203, the Service DogsAct. Thisact
will ensure that persons with disabilities have the legal right to be
accompanied by aservice dog in al open areas in the public and to
do so free of discrimination. This new act will complement the
Blind Persons Rights Act. Bill 203 extends the rights and
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protectionsavailableto thelegally blind and to all other personswith
disabilities who need a service dog.
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Mr. Speaker, while the Human Rights, Citizenship and Multicul-
turalism Act provides protection to those persons with disabilities
who require a service dog, there isalack of clarity surrounding the
provisions for recourse. Bill 203 will remedy this situation.
Individuals who require a service dog will require identification as
proof of their need for this service dog. Matters relating to the
certification of service dogs and the qualification of service dog
trainerswill be dealt with through regulation, not unlike the process
used through the Blind Persons’ Rights Act. Fineswill bein place
if individuals claim to be disabled persons when they are not in fact
so for the purpose of gaining the benefit of a service dog.

Bill 203 can aso assist individuals who have faced stressful
situations as a result of the general public not having sufficient
understanding of the purposes of a service dog. This will enable
individuals to have the opportunity to participate fully in the
economic, social, and cultural life of our province. The government
is committed to ensuring that its policies reflect the varied needs of
the disabled community in Alberta.

Mr. Speaker, Bill 203 builds on the mandate of the Premier’s
Council on the Status of Persons with Disabilities. It aso advances
the Alberta disability strategy by eliminating barriers and allowing
for greater inclusion of persons with disabilities. | commend the
Member for Strathconafor hiswork inthisarea, and | would urgeall
hon. members to support this hill.

Thank you very much.

TheDeputy Speaker: Arethere others? Doesthe hon. Member for
Strathcona wish to close?

Mr.Lougheed: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity to offer
afew closing comments with respect to Bill 203, Service Dogs Act.
In the public gallery isLarry Pempeit, whom I’ d like to welcome to
the Assembly, and perhaps at this time we would ask the members
assembled to give him the traditional warm welcome. We appreci-
ate Larry’s presence here.

Larry is with the Canadian Paraplegic Association and is one of
many people who offer from time to time insight and advice about
the challenges that people have when they have to get around the
community in awheelchair, those challenges and those barriers that
exist. We'retrying to do what we can with the help of the Canadian
Paraplegic Association and other organizations like the Alberta
Disabilities Forum and aso through our work with the Premier’s
Council on the Status of Persons with Disabilities. Those insights
are important as we develop bills like this Bill 203, and their work
at the Canadian Parapl egic Associationisimportant to hel peliminate
those barriers that exist. So, Larry, on behaf of persons with
disabilities and on behalf of the Premier’ s council aswell I’d like to
thank you for your contributions and your support. Thank you very
much.

It's been mentioned several times by several speskers that Bill
203, Service Dogs Act, will parallel the BPRA, the Blind Persons
Rights Act. If one takes the two acts and puts them side by side,
thereisagreat deal of similarity there. | really appreciate the notes
that several people have sent over to me mentioning different things
that they see as questions or challenges about the bill. Some things
will have to be answered, and we' Il answer those questions as best
we can during the committee stage if we're favoured with your
positive response in the vote here in a minute or two.

I’1l just mention briefly one other thing that’ simportant, and that

is, aswas mentioned aswell by several speakers, that education and
awareness are going to be very important for this bill. It's been
critical for the Blind Persons’ RightsAct. It'scritical that the public
understand and recognize the issues and, well, what kind of work
thosedogsdo. Currently there are often challengesthat pop up with
the guide dogs, that are fully legislated and regulated today, yet
people sometimes don’t know what the circumstances are. If this
bill passes with your support, then we would see at that time some
awareness being brought forward, and that will help with both the
guide dogs, that are currently legislated and regulated, aswell asthe
new service dogs, that would fall into that new category.

ID cards were mentioned, and certainly there would be an intent
to have ID cards, much the same way as seeing eye dogs, or guide
dogs, are used currently.

There was mention of allergies and what's going to happen in
circumstances where somebody is alergic to dogs. In al of these
things, certainly, there is a balance of rights that has to be consid-
ered, and accommodations have to be made in circumstances no
matter what they are currently, and it will be the case with this
legislation.

Again, | would ask for your support. The disability community
has indicated to me and indicated to many of you who spoke today
that thisisimportant to them. It’'s not going to affect a great many
people, but it will affect afew people very significantly.

So with that, Mr. Speaker, | thank those who have offered their
support in speaking and have spoken positively about this bill. 1
would ask all members assembled to please support this bill, and |
would call for the vote.

Thank you.

[Motion carried; Bill 203 read a second time]

Bill 204
Emblems of Alberta (Franco-Albertan
Recognition) Amendment Act, 2007/
L oi modificative de 2007 sur les emblemes
del’ Alberta (reconnaissance
du fait franco-albertain)

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. members, before | recognize the first
speaker, I'd like to point out that thisis the first private member’s
bill in the history of our province to be introduced in French, aswe
understood, when it was introduced by the hon. member in first
reading. The first government bill to be introduced in French was
the Languages Act of 1988.

With that, the hon. Member for Peace River.

Mr. Oberle: Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker, and thank you for
recognizing that | introduced that bill in French.

Mr. Spesker, it is my great pleasure to rise and move second
reading of Bill 204, the Emblems of Alberta (Franco-Albertan
Recognition) Amendment Act, 2007.

The official recognition of this symbol asaprovincial emblemis
away for us to acknowledge the many unique contributions that
Franco-Albertans have made to our province dating back to the fur
trade in the mid-1600s and recorded settlement dating back 260
years ago, to when Pierre and Frangois de La V érendrye, thefirst in
a long line of French pioneers, came to our province. In 1751
French settlers from Portage la Prairie, Manitoba, established afort
on the Bow River near present-day Calgary. From these humble
beginnings, Mr. Speaker, Europeans of all descent have cometo our
province. Then as now Alberta's wide prairies and striking rivers
beckoned, offering a new beginning and a chance for prosperity.
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Those same prairies and rivers form the basis of the emblem that
this bill proposes to recognize, Mr. Speaker. This emblem is
composed of blue and white diagonal stripes that represent the
waters and the roads travelled in Alberta by francophone explorers
and colonists. The fleur-de-lys in the blue field in the upper left
represents the francophone community, while the wild rose in the
whitefield in thelower right is emblematic of the Albertathat weall
know and cherish.

As European settlers arrived in Alberta, they gave their new
settlements names characteristic of the countries they had left. The
names of many towns around the province reflect the French
background, places like Beaumont, Grouard, Lac La Biche,
Morinville, and St. Paul. My corner of the province, in the north-
west, ishometo very healthy and thriving francophone communities
in Girouxville, Marie-Reine, Donnelly, Falher, and St. Isidore. The
French legacy in these towns is very strong. Some have even
designated themselves as officially bilingual.
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Our French history is not only found in towns first settled by
French settlers. Today in Albertathere are over 334,000 people of
French descent, more than 1 in 10 Albertans. Sixty-six thousand
Albertans are native French speakers while over 205,000 Albertans
are able to speak some French.

Mr. Speaker, one of the most distinctive traits of the country in
which we live is the fact that we are officialy bilingual. The
number of Albertans who are conversant in French is, in part, a
reflection of this. Officially recognizing an emblem of the Franco-
Albertan community demonstrates to the rest of Canada that we
believe that the French and English cultures can collaborate and
coexist. The two solitudes need not be so lonely.

Other provinces have recognized the role that francophones
played in their history with similar legislation, Mr. Speaker. The
Fransaskois emblem has been included in the provincial emblems of
Saskatchewan while Ontario has passed the Franco-Ontarian
Emblem Act, 2001, that makes the Franco-Ontarian emblem the
official emblem of Ontario’s francophone community. This is
exactly the same thing that Bill 204 proposes. | am certain that we
can count on the same warm reception here that Ontario and
Saskatchewan's francophone communities gave to the passage of
their respective pieces of legidation.

However, Mr. Spesker, the advantages of recognizing the symbol
go beyond mere symbolism. Because of our belief in a bilingual
Canada, Albertaisasignatory to the Canadian Charter of Rightsand
Freedoms, which recognizes Canada’ suniquelinguisticduality. The
Charter gives parents alegd right to educate their children in either
official language. Granting officia recognition to the Franco-
Albertan emblem will help promote the many advantages of being
educated in both of Canada’ sofficial languages. Fluency in English
and Frenchisan increasingly valuable skill both herein Canadaand
in the globalized world. Thousands of Albertans have taken French
courses in school or smply for their own interest because of the
doorsthat bilingualism opens. Bilingualismisgood in and of itself
as there is ample evidence showing that it is an excellent way to
keep one’s mind healthy and well exercised.

Mr. Speaker, the Emblems of Alberta (Franco-Albertan Recogni-
tion) Amendment Act, 2007 isalso an excellent way to recognizethe
contributions of I’ Association canadienne-frangaise de |’ Albertain
the promotion of French history and culture in Alberta. This
organization works tirelessy to educate Albertans about the
significance of the francophone contribution to our province. In
fact, the emblem that we are discussing today came about because
of the efforts of the ACFA in March 1982, 25 years ago. The

Francophonie jeunesse de I’ Alberta, the francophone youth of
Alberta, held a contest seeking an emblem for Alberta's
francophones. Jean-Pierre Grenier’'s winning entry has been the
symbol of Franco-Albertansin the 25 yearssince. | can think of no
finer way to celebrate the anniversary of this symbol than to grant it
official recognition as the emblem of Alberta's francophone
community.

| understand that there are concerns about the appropriateness of
granting thisrecognition. However, thereis nothing new about this
Legislature recognizing an emblem representative of a specific
cultural group. Since1961 Albertahasrecognizeditsproud Scottish
heritage with an official tartan, and in the year 2000 we passed Bill
205 to give Alberta an official dress tartan. The emblems of this
province are not static but are updated to reflect the changing
composition of our society. | submit, Mr. Speaker, that it is
appropriate that we grant specia recognition to a symbol of the
Franco-Albertan community because Franco-Albertans have had
such a special impact on the course of Alberta s history.

Mr. Speaker, it isalso the job of MLASto exercise discretion in
deciding what symbols are worthy of this government’s official
recognition. Needless to say, officia recognition of a provincial
emblem is not granted on awhim and is subject to debate, exactly
like the debate we are having here today.

I think it is also essentia to understand that the passage of Bill
204 will not inany way ater the nationally recognized flag protocol s
that govern the display of our provincial flag and the emblems of
other organizations. Pride of place will always be given to the flag
of Canadaand to theflag of Alberta. Bill 204 will not change what
flagsareflown hereat the Legislature or at any other public location
around the province. The emblems of organizations are always
assigned the lowest precedence in flag protocol even if they have
been granted official recognition. Mr. Speaker, the experience of
Ontario and Saskatchewan in recognizing their own francophone
emblemsisillustrative. The same flags continue to fly on govern-
ment buildings and in public placesin both of those provinces.

Mr. Speaker, the French influence in Alberta ranges back to the
great fur trade, which opened this country nearly 400 years ago, and
the first settlement back 250 years ago, before we even became a
province, to today and the excellent work done by the ACFA and
many like-minded organizations. The 25th anniversary of this
emblem of Albertd s francophone community is a perfect time to
recognize our province' srich French heritage and the continued role
that French culture playsin our lives.

I hopeall memberswill join meinapproving thisbill and granting
official recognition to the Franco-Albertan emblem by voting in
favour of Bill 204. Thank you very much.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity.

Mr. Chase: Les membres du Parti Libéral apprécient beaucoup les
contributions des francophones dans la province de I’ Alberta. Cet
embleme et ce drapeau reconnaissent leurs efforts.  Vive les
francophonesdel’ Alberta. Enlevant cedrapeau, nouscélébronsles
cultures diverses des groupes de I’ Alberta.

The members of the Liberal Party appreciate tremendously the
contributions of francophones in the province of Alberta. This
emblem and this flag recognize their efforts. Long live the
francophones of Alberta. By raising this flag, we celebrate diverse
cultures which make up this province.

Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Nose Hill.
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Dr. Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |’m pleased to beabletojoin
my colleagues in debate on Bill 204, the Emblems of Alberta
(Franco-Albertan Recognition) Amendment Act, 2007, sponsored by
the hon. Member for Peace River.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to begin my remarks by acknowledging the
tremendous contributionsthat the francophone Albertans have made
to the history of our province and also to the development of our
country of Canada. The great explorers Jacques Cartier, Samuel de
Champlain, La Sdlle, La Vérendrye, Radisson, Des Grosellliers:
these are the names that illuminated the history of our country.

Canada' s oldest city, Quebec City, was founded over 400 years
ago by Champlain. Francophoneinvolvement in Alberta, asthehon.
member for Peace River has mentioned, began with the fur trade,
which was really the first industry in what is how our province of
Alberta. The establishment of the fur industry by French Canadians
and the Métis culture helped pave the way for the development of
this province.

The fusion, as | mentioned, of the French culture and the native
culturein Métisis also apart of Albertawhich we celebrate today.
I think this servesto illustrate abroader point, Mr. Speaker: that the
francophone cultureis, in fact, very deeply ingrained in the history
of our province.

Francophone settlement, as my hon. friend has mentioned, hel ped
to shapethe province by virtue of the fact that we have many French
namesof placesin our province. Everyday lifein these communities
continues to be very heavily influenced by francophone culture.
Everything from architectureto literature to education draws agreat
deal of inspiration from the ideas that the French-speaking people
have brought to our province. While it's doubtlessly true that
francophones have played an important role in our history, | don’'t
believethat making the Franco-Albertan emblem an official emblem
of the provinceisnecessarily the best way to extend that recognition.

4:10

According to Statistics Canadadata 15 per cent of Albertanswere
foreign born; 329,000 Albertans, or 11 per cent of the population,
identify themselves as visible minorities, and 16.4 per cent of
Albertansidentified themsel vesasall ophones, or personswhosefirst
language is something other than French or English. In our urban
centres there is even greater diversity; 17 and a half per cent of
Calgarians and 15 per cent of Edmontoniansidentify themselves as
visible minorities, and those are, respectively, the fourth- and fifth-
highest percentages in the country. For Edmonton and Calgary 20
per cent of the population self-identify as alophones. In both of
those cities Chinese is, in fact, the leading nonofficial mother
tongue, accounting for about 4 and ahaf per cent of the population
in Calgary and 2.9 per cent of the population in Edmonton.

Mr. Spesker, | believethat it'slikely that the multicultural nature
of Alberta is going to continue to increase in the future. At the
present time the government is working hard to attract people from
around the world to Alberta. It appearsthat, in fact, this strategy is
working because nearly 16,000 people camefrom abroad, outside of
Canada, to Alberta in 2006. So people from a wide variety of
backgrounds, with origins stretching to all parts of the world, are
striving to make our province the best placeto live, work, and visit.

I’ simportant, Mr. Speaker, in my submission, that we recognize
the many contributions that numerous cultural groups have madeto
our past and continue to make to our communities on adaily basis.
There are many ways that we can recognize and celebrate the
cultural diversity of our province. We have designated days,
designated weeks, dinners, speeches, tributes, and statementsin our
Legidature, and we also have more lasting and permanent monu-
ments, statues, and memorials to various cultures. One example

would be the tribute to the Ukrainian community as recognized on
thegroundsof our Legislature herein Edmonton. Another would be
the Sien Lok Park, which is a tribute to the Chinese culture in the
city of Calgary.

So | do have somereservations, Mr. Speaker, about the content of
this bill and the fact that it refers specifically to aflag, and flags of
course are items which sometimes cause divisions in society. It's
not simply a pragmatic matter to officially adopt flags for the many
cultural groups that contribute to our province as official emblems
of Alberta. There are several hundred different official emblems
which are possible if we should proceed down that road. | believe
that thereis great significance, as my hon. friend has mentioned, in
the Albertaflag. For 40 years this flag has been a unifying symbol
for Albertans, and al Albertans, regardless of their language, their
religion, their ethnicity, can look upon that flag with pride because
it symbolizes unity, and it also symbolizes strength, tolerance, and
compassion, that the people of this province stand for.

We a so have anumber of other symbols and emblems and songs
and other items of cultural significance which we recognize herein
Alberta. We have an officid fish emblem. We have an officia
grass emblem. We have an official gemstone, or rock. We have an
official bird. We havean official mammal, an official tree. What al
these emblems have in common is the fact that they are commonly
applicableto al Albertans. They uniteus. They are something that
all Albertans share, not simply one cultura group or another.

Mr. Spesker, another concern | have with Bill 204 isthat it might
lead to future controversies or divisions based upon what cultural
groupsarerepresented in thefutureunder similar legislation. Would
Chinese Albertans, for example, take offence to the inclusion of a
distinctive Tibetan-Albertan flag as an officia symbol? Would
Russian descendants object to a distinctive flag for Chechen
Albertans or Ossetian Albertans? Would the people of Darfur and
the rest of Sudan agree on an appropriate symbol for Sudanese
Albertans? Would the Kurdish people of Turkey agree with the
symbol proposed by the Turkish community in Alberta? Would
peopl e oppose the adoption of an Alberta gay community flag asa
distinctive symbol of our province? The problems that could arise
are quite considerable.

So while | support the intentions of the hon. Member for Peace
River, I’'m not prepared to support the hill in its present form. | do
look forward to working with him and members of the francophone
community to examine other meaningful and significant ways of
recognizing this important cultural group and recognizing it here,
specifically in our Legislature, for all Albertans to celebrate and
enjoy. | look forward to hearing the views of my other colleagues
respecting this bill.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-
Clareview.

Mr. Martin: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The
Member for Peace River will be glad to know that there are some
people on this side that are going to support the bill. | point out that
I think the previous spesker isabit of ared herring. Thisis Canada.
We have accepted — other provinces are moving ahead in terms of
recognizing — what is the reality of our history with the Franco-
Albertan emblem recognition.

I mean, when we look at the history —and | think that the member
mentioned it — francophone history stems back to the 1700s, when
French explorers came here. We see the legacy by the names of
cities and towns around Alberta: Lacombe, Brosseau, Bonnyville,
Girouxville, to say afew. Over 500 French namesidentifyingrivers,
lakes, and places can befound in Alberta. Frankly, as | understand
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it, French was the first European language spoken in what is now
Alberta

Mr. Spesker, this may be ancient history, but | would liketo go to
more modern history, something that happened right here in this
Legidature, to show you how far we've come. In the early '80s
there were 16 of us on the NDP side, and we had an MLA named
Leo Piquette. Now, some people would remember. He got up and
alerted a member across the way who was hilingual, a cabinet
minister, that he was going to ask a question. He was ruled out of
order. He created not only a storm in Alberta but a national storm,
as this went across the country.

That was in the early '80s, and now, of course, | think it shows
you, at least somewhat, how far we' ve come, that we can at least be
debating and, I'd hope, passing that we have an officia flag of the
francophone community to be called the Franco-Albertan flag. As
a result of that, just recently Leo has written a book about
francophone rights and the fight for francophonerights. So | think
that the francophone community would be very happy to see this
Legislature at this time coming forward with this emblem. | don’t
think it takes anything away from other cultura groups. Thisisin
fact Canada, and thisis in fact Alberta, and we're recognizing the
obvious, Mr. Speaker. As| say, when wethink that that was just in
the early '80s and that it created a nationa storm here in this
Legislature, | think it does show somewhat how important that this
particular bill come forward at thistime, and it shows you how far
WEe've come.

4:20

As | say, we will certainly support it on this side of the House.
I’m speaking, of course, for this caucus. | would say that we still
have aways to go because we had the debate in this Legisature not
that long ago about the number of people coming in and doing the
tar sands. Y oumay recall that afrancophoneworker in thetar sands
was basically fired because he couldn’t speak English well enough.
That seemed to us rather ironic as we're bringing people — | think
that the Member for Calgary-Nose Hill was right, that we have all
sorts of people up there that couldn’t speak English, but all of a
sudden a Canadian, a francophone from Quebec, was fired for his
lack of English. While we certainly recognize, Mr. Speaker, that
thisisastep in theright direction, the Franco-Albertan flag, | think
that we still have to go some ways to protect francophone workers
rights if what's going on in the tar sandsis any indication.

Mr. Speaker, | certainly commend the Member for Peace River.
You'll noticethat | didn’t try to speak French because| can mangle
the English languagewell enough without trying French. | think that
thisisastep that's especially important for this Legislature in view
of the history going back with Leo Piquette and what happened in
the Legislature at that time. | think thisisagood step forward.

Thank you very much.

TheDeputy Speaker: Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Creek.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | amindeed
very pleased to have this opportunity to speak in support of the
Emblems of Alberta (Franco-Albertan Recognition) Amendment
Act, 2007, and | want to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to
thehon. Member for Peace River for bringing it forward at thistime.

M. le Président, j’ aime beaucoup la culture francaise, la langue
francai se, toutes|es chansonsfrangaises, lestraditions, et sansdoute
tous les membres de la communauté francophone aussi. Donc, je
suis prét en ce moment a supporter ce projet de loi en deuxieme
lecture.

Simply put, Mr. Speaker, Bill 204 formally acknowledges alot of

important things to our community in general and to the French-
speaking community in particular. 1t addresses, | suppose through
the symbolism that it portrays, the incredibly important role that
French Canadianshave playedin our province, going back centuries
literally. Through this recognition of the Franco-Albertan emblem
we can certainly stand proud with our francophone community
members and sal ute them as well.

We've heard some eloquent testimonies aready today with
respect totherolethat francophoneexplorersplayed in hel ping settle
our province and discover it and so on, the citiesthat are named after
famous French individuals, the communities we have, and so on and
so on. In fact, Mr. Spesker, this particular emblem which is of
debate today has been utilized by our francophone community since
about 1980 or ' 82, somewherein there, so it’snot astrange emblem
to any of us. Albertais such awonderful and beautiful place with
such an enormous and rich cultural heritage. Why wouldn’t wetake
this opportunity to salute one of those at this time?

M. le Président, j’ aime beaucoup ces choses, comme |’ ai djadit.
Ici en Alberta nous avons beaucoup de cultures et beaucoup de
peuples qui ont choisi notre belle province, et cela inclue les
francophones, plusieurs qui sont de nos premiers pionniers de
I’Alberta. Soit’sfitting at thistimeto in fact honour and recognize
themin this way.

Francophone heritage, aswe all would know, can be traced to the
earliest days of the fur trade, when the Montreal peddlers came out
to the northwest region of Canada, specifically here to Alberta, in
search of adventure, business opportunities, and what have you.
Métis communities soon became very prevaent, and they were
Alberta's first francophone communities. Of course, these were
established when the voyageurs married Cree women. Now, while
Alberta smost common official languageisEnglish, itisinteresting
to note that French was the first European language spoken in
Alberta. That isafact. Thisisdue, of course, to the additional fact
that the first settlers to the province were of French-Canadian
origins, joining in with our aborigina friends of the day.

Today, Mr. Speaker, we have over 330,000 Albertans who can
trace their ancestry to French descent. Specifically, there are about
66,000 Albertans who are classified as francophones, and I’ m very
proud that Alberta hasthe fastest-growing French-speaking popul a-
tion outside of I'autre belle province, Québec. Francophone
Albertans live everywhere in our province. Aswewould al know,
Edmonton and Calgary certainly have very large concentrations, but
there are many other communities that you' ve heard of in northern
Alberta: the Peace Country, St. Paul, Falher, Girouxville, et pasloins
d'ici nous avons Beaumont and . . .

Mr. Duchar me: Bonnyville.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Of course, Bonnyville. How could | forget that?
And so on.

| also want to emphasize that there are a number of communities
with very large groupings of French speakers now in the southern
half of our provinceaswell. | encountered this particular wonderful
fact just over the past couple of years when | was minister of
education, and | had the opportunity to travel there and meet with
them. In addition to that, our Francophone Secretariat would tell
you very proudly that Beaumont, Legal, and Falher are even
officialy bilingual communities. It'sawonderful story to tell.

Mr. Speaker, French education in Alberta, that I've just refer-
enced, is aso aphenomenal success, and part of the reason for that
success is because the number of Franco-Albertans and French-
speaking Albertans is increasing very significantly. | can tell you
that the enrolment in our francophone schools, run by our
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francophone school authorities, has quintupled over the last few
years — quintupled — and it’s a testament, | think, to the incredible
strength of second-language learning and third-language learning
and officia-language learning and so on in this province, as
bolstered by an outstanding education system.

We also have a significant issue with respect to immigration and
interprovincial migration and a growing popularity of our
francophone, our French immersion, and our French second-
language programs, al of which | know that members here support,
and so do | with a great passion. Mr. Speaker, these education
programs receive government funding and promotion as a vital
component of our multicultural reality in Alberta. Noussommestres
fiers d' offrir et d' avoir ces programmes, et je vais toujours donner
mon appuie pour assurer leur succes.

The French culture and language are also legally recognized in
Alberta, ashas been recognized, and | won't go into that any further
other than to say that that, too, is a wonderful thing. So whether
you' retaking French as a second language or you' reinvolved in the
immersion programs or you're involved in some other form of
cultural and linguistic enterprise that features the French language,
the fact simply is that it's a good thing for this province, and it's
equally important that we recognize that growth and development.
We have a number of French programs with a very large economic
impact that are aiding our population to become more competitive
in our Canadian labour market as well as internationally.

Just as| wrap up here, Mr. Speaker, | want to say that theinterests
of our large francophone community are also represented by more
than 200 regional and community organizations. That’saphenome-
nal statement to be very proud of. Adopting this particular Franco-
Albertan emblem asan official emblem would certainly increase our
awareness of thislarge cultural community, that is so vibrant in our
province. Bill 204 would help further theideathat Albertaisindeed
avery progressive placein which to liveand in which to support the
various cultures that are here as well.

4:30

Finaly, Mr. Speaker, our Francophone Secretariat, that | alluded
to earlier, a'so wishes to formalize, I'm sure, its commitment to
Franco-Albertans. Thisof courseisaspecia committee that liaises
between the government and Alberta’ s francophone community. It
represents to government the needs of the francophone community,
and it supportsinitiatives aimed at promoting French language and
culture. Our chef demission |3, Mr. Denis Tardif, et son assistante,
Antonine, do a phenomenal job promoting that and working with
them.

Enfin, M. le Président, je voudrais encourager tous les membres
de notre Assemblée a donner leur appuie pour ce projet deloi.

That having been said, | will take my seat, Mr. Speaker, merely to
say that thisagood move. I'm hoping that it will be supported, and
if for whatever reason it might not be, perhaps some other form of
recognition equivalent to this can be pursued.

Merci beaucoup.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill
Woods.

Mrs. Mather: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am pleased to speak in
support of this bill, which recognizes a redlity of which many
Albertans may be unaware. When welook at a provincial map, we
cannot escape the francophone influence. Second after aboriginal
names there are probably more names of French origin in the
northern half of our province than from any other source. These
reflect the voyageurs who travelled together with the First Nations

and Scots, opened the west, and travelled its lakes and waterways.
Weseethisinfluenceinthe Jasper areain Lac Boisvert and Maligne,
Annette and Trefoil Lakes. We seeitin Grande Prairie and Grande
Cache and in Riviere-de-la-Paix, the origina name of the Peace
River.

Then we have settlements named after missionaries, saints, and
homesteaders. North of Red Deer we have Joffre, Lacombe, Leduc,
Beaumont, Breton, and north of Edmonton we have Morinville,
Picardville, Legal, Vimy, up to Falher and the Peace River country,
where French names predominate.

Before our province and Saskatchewan were created in 1905,
there were alternative plans to create two provinces one atop each
other, like North and South DakotaintheU.S. Each would have had
one transcontinental railway and one branch of the Saskatchewan
River, so they might have ended up being called north and south
Saskatchewan. Under that plan the northern province, where a
majority of the French namesin both provincesare clustered, would
havebeen bilingual or French-speaking, likethelower territorieshad
been before our two provinces were created.

That plan lost favour in the wake of the second Riel-led uprising,
the Northwest Rebellion of 1885. Anglophone reaction, some of it
outright bigotry, said: no more French provinces. And the scheme
was dropped about the same time as French language rights were
revoked in Manitoba, which was created as a bilingua province.
Mr. Speaker, think what a difference it would have made to Canada
had that rebellion and that reaction not taken place. Wewould have
had four of our 10 provinces either French-speaking or bilingual:
Quebec, New Brunswick, Manitoba, and northern Saskatchewan.
There would be no fortress Quebec mentality because francophone
Canadianswould not belimited primarily to one province but spread
more widely across the country.

We can'’t turn back time or redraw the map now, but we can give
credit to an influence and heritage where it is due. The French
community hasarich history in this province. The French commu-
nity plays an important role in our province. The members of the
community contribute agreat deal to our province, and as Albertans
we are proud to recognize their heritage.

Bill 204, the Emblems of Alberta (Franco-Albertan Recognition)
Amendment Act, 2007, is an important recognition of their history
and contribution to our culture and history, and for that reason | am
happy to endorse the Franco-Albertan flag as one of the emblems of
this province.

Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Valley-
Camar.

Rev. Abbott: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you for the
opportunity to join the discussion regarding Bill 204, the Emblems
of Alberta (Franco-Albertan Recognition) Amendment Act, 2007.
There is a long tradition of multiculturalism in Alberta, that has
enabled the province to build one of the most prosperous and
progressive societies in the world. People want to move here.
Things are good here in Alberta. Rea estate values are rising.
There are plenty of jobs. It'sjust agreat placeto live. Peoplefrom
other countriesand other provincesaremoving to our provinceevery
year.

Mr. Spesker, through the celebration of diversity and the encour-
agement of cultural identity, we have become more unified as a
whole. Thisis something we see reflected throughout Alberta, not
only in our progressive government policies but also in the sense of
co-operation that resultsfromincreased toleranceand understanding.
In almost every town and every city across the province we see the
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proud heritage and traditions of various cultures reflected in a
variety of ways, from monuments and architecture to parades,
festivals, and celebrations. Even in my own community of Calmar
we have the Zirka Ukrainian dancers, that not only perform in
Camar but al around the province and even in other provinces.

Mr. Speaker, today we have the opportunity to provide increased
recognition of the francophone heritagewith our support of Bill 204.
| understand that the purpose of Bill 204 isto include in the officia
emblems of Alberta the Franco-Albertan emblem as created and
adopted by the Association canadienne-francaise de I’ Alberta, or
ACFA. 1 would remind all members of this Assembly that the
ACFA is officialy recognized by the Satutes of Alberta as the
official representative of Alberta's francophone community, and
they have advocated on behalf of the Francophoniein this province
since 1926.

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting that this emblem similarly be given
official, legisated recognition. It has been used as an unofficial
symbol of the province's francophone community for the past
quarter century. The Francophonie has been an integral part of this
province for over 200 years. Their achievements, their language,
and their culture have deep rootshere. Morethan 1in 10 Albertans
is of French descent. That is asignificant number, which | believe
deserves to be better reflected in the officia emblems of our
province, which carry with them great significance. They are
designed to paint a picture of Alberta’s past, present, and future by
giving official recognition to the symbolism which makes our
provinceunique. Thissymbol includes adjacent fieldsand diagonal
bands of blue and white along with the wild rose and fleur-de-lys.

[The Speaker in the chair]

Speaking of symbolism, Albertawould not bethe placeit istoday
without the contributions of its francophone citizens. They are
justifiably proud of their heritage. Thisiswhy the ACFA saw fit to
encourage the creation and subsequent adoption of a banner to
recognize these contributions in 1982, and this is why the Franco-
Albertan emblem has been used consistently by the francophone
community these last 25 years. What better way to express cultural
pride than through the display of a banner whose symbolism
describesit so well?

The ACFA has not been aone in its creation of an emblem
symbolizing French culture and achievement on a provincial level.
They’ve been joined by the francophone communities in amost
every other Canadian jurisdiction. Thefrancophonecommunitiesin
amost every province or territory in the federation have created
emblems with the same purpose as the Franco-Albertan emblem;
namely, to symbolize and commemorate the historical and cultural
achievements of the jurisdictions' Francophonie.

Other jurisdictions, like Saskatchewan and Ontario, as has been
mentioned, have done what we are doing today. They have debated
the matter of officially recognizing the emblems of these groupsin
their respective Legidative Assemblies. The outcome of both
discussions, Mr. Speaker, was positive. Membersof the Legislative
Assemblies of Ontario and Saskatchewan decided in both instances
to adopt such an emblem as an officia provincial emblem. Now, it
has been over six yearssince Saskatchewan officially recognized the
Fransaskois emblem and nearly that long since the Franco-Ontarian
emblem was given asimilar honour.

Mr. Spesker, there may be those who feel that Bill 204 shows
undue favouritism to a particular group, such as my seatmate, the
hon. Member for Calgary-Nose Hill. However, there have been no
hard feelings that | am aware of in either Saskatchewan or Ontario.
Infact, if anything, there’ sbeen an increased sense of belonging and

accomplishment in each francophone community. So the intent of
Bill 204 isto promote inclusion —inclusion. We are al united by
our diversity, apoint which | think bears reiteration.

The portrait of our province today is different than it wasin the
time of our parents and grandparents. Likewise, it will be different
in the time of our children. This redlity requires a degree of
flexibility in all areas of public policy. It requires that our prov-
ince's official emblems remain open to change so as to accommo-
date present and future recognition of those groups who have
contributed and continue to contribute so much to our identity as
Albertans.

4:40

| think that the Alberta government is more than willing to show
such flexibility. We have demonstrated it repeatedly in the past.
Proof isthe constant evolution of not only our official emblems but
our entire framework of legislation and policiesaimed at promoting
and enhancing cultural development and tolerance. Mr. Speaker,
they have evolved as Alberta has evolved, and | believe that the
proposals advanced by Bill 204 represent a desirable and necessary
next step in this evolution. They illustrate the government’s
commitment to developing a cultural policy which will encompass
Alberta’s historical and cultura heritage and will improve Alber-
tans' quality of life.

So, Mr. Spesker, | urge my colleagues to offer their support for
the adoption of a symbol recognizing the contribution of Alberta's
Francophonie, joining the provinces of Ontario and Saskatchewan.
| support the principles of inclusion and the celebration of culture
which have been so instrumental in our collective growth and for
Bill 204.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Bonnyville-Cold Lake,
followed by the hon. Member for Calgary-Fort.

Mr. Ducharme: Merci, M. le Président. C'est avec une fierté
franco-albertaine que je supporte le project de loi 204, Loi
modificative de 2007 sur lesemblémes del’ Alberta (reconnai ssance
du fait franco-albertain).

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is with a pride of being a Franco-
Albertan that | stand today in support of Bill 204, the Emblems of
Alberta (Franco-Albertan Recognition) Amendment Act, 2007. |
would like to thank the hon. Member for Peace River for bringing
this legidation before the Assembly and providing a unique
opportunity to expand Alberta’ sframework of cultural recognition.

Mr. Spesker, Bill 204 proposesto includein the official emblems
of Alberta the emblem adopted by the Association canadienne-
francaise de I’ Alberta in 1982. Bill 204 captures the essence of
multiculturalism that Albertans treasure and continues the tradition
of private members' legislation that adds to the composition of our
official emblems. We're dl Albertans, regardiess of heritage or
background. We are privileged to live in a society that recognizes
the importance of celebrating and paying tribute to the cultural
contributions of our forebears.

There is some concern that this bill may promote the emblem of
the francophone culture to the exclusion of others. The idea of
recognizing a specific cultural group through the adoption of an
official emblemis not new or revolutionary. For example, | recall
Bill 205 in 2000 proposing an official Alberta dress tartan. The
passage of the Emblems of Alberta (Alberta Dress Tartan)
Amendment Act, 2000, added a second official tartan to Alberta’s
official emblems. Thisdresstartan, in addition to the existing tartan
which was adopted as an official emblemin 1961, gave recognition
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to the Scottish heritage which comprises a large component of
Alberta’s cultural landscape. There are direct paralels between
these tartans and the Franco-Albertan emblem. They are distinctly
similar and their adoption equally beneficial to the common good.

The francophone community has consistently used the
francophone Alberta flag for over the past 25 years, displaying it at
cultural events and functions in accordance with nationa flag
protocol. National standards of flag protocol dictate how any flag
may be displayed in relation to other flags or banners. The Franco-
Albertan emblem as a banner of the organization occupies a very
definite place of precedence in the universally accepted Canadian
flag protocaol.

This protocol will not and cannot be changed by Bill 204. This
means that on any occasion when the Franco-Albertan emblem is
displayed, it will be displayed in exactly the same fashion asit has
been displayed since 1982. It means that the nationa flag of
Canada, the flags of other sovereign nations, the flags of the
provinces and territories of Canada, and the flags of municipalities
and cities will continue to take precedence over the proposed
Franco-Albertan emblem. It also means, of course, that the Alberta
flag's order of precedence will not change. It does not mean
adoption of the Franco-Albertan emblem as an officia emblem
which will result in mandatory display on any structure or at any
event. Bill 204 is not about forcing the culture of one particular
group on Albertans. It isabout providing recognition to that group
through the official adoption of an existing emblem.

When considering the adoption of aFranco-Albertan emblem, you
must also consider the extensive recognition that has already been
granted to Alberta s francophone community. Asfar aslegidation
and policy inthisareago, thereisagreat deal of precedent. French
isan official language of Canada. Parents have a recognized legal
right to educate their children in either official language, and
government ensures that services available to English-speaking
Albertans are a so made available to those who speak French.

Wehavelegally recognized I Association canadienne-francaisede
I’ Alberta, the organization responsible for creating the Franco-
Albertan emblem, as an official representative of Alberta’s
francophone community. Inthiscapacity we have empowered them
to advocate on behalf of the Francophonie and to advance their
interests.

In 1999, as was mentioned earlier by some speakers, the
Francophone Secretariat of Albertawas established to recognizethe
commitment of Albertafrancophonecitizens. Mr. Speaker, | had the
pleasure of serving asthefirst chair of the Francophone Secretariat,
until December of 2006. The Secretariat acts as a liaison between
the government and Alberta’ s francophone community in addition
to ensuring that their specific needs are reflected in the forms of
policy and services. In addition to these forms of recognition, we
aso look to the Rendez-vous de la Francophonie, a celebration
honouring Alberta’ s French community, which takes place annually
here at the Legislature rotunda. At this ceremony, since 1999, we
raise and recognize the Franco-Albertan flag, so the flag is not new
to this building.

Alberta has along-standing tradition of offering recognition to a
group which has contributed a great deal to the social, cultural, and
economic prosperity of our province. Recognizing thisemblem, Mr.
Speaker, is in keeping with our past and ongoing recognition of
francophone culture. It enhances the comprehensive and inclusive
nature of our province's official emblems, a step forward not only
for the 334,000 Albertans of French descent but for Albertans of all
backgroundsand cultures. Thisrepresentsanatural evolution of our
official emblems. It reflects the significant impact of a group that
has been integral in forging our collective destiny.

Consideration of Bill 204 shows the openness and flexibility of
our democratic society in advancing the cause of multiculturalism.
It embodies the essence and reflects the purpose of our officia
emblems. It reflects the commitment of this government to the
ideals of tolerance and acceptance that have made Alberta the best
place in the world to live. Bill 204 has potentia to improve the
quality of life of al Albertans by enhancing the government’s
priority of promoting a culturally and historically encompassing
cultura policy.

M. le Président, je demande a tous les membres de cette
Assemblée de supporter la loi 204. C'est pour reconnaitre
certainement les contributions qui ont été faites par les franco-
abertains pendant des siecles et des siecles dans cette province.

Merci beaucoup, M. le Président. Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Cagary-Fort.

Mr. Cao: Mr. Speaker, thank you. M. le Président, je suis tres
heureux d’avoir |’ occasion de parler delaloi 204, the Emblems of
Alberta (Franco-Albertan Recognition) Amendment Act, 2007,
présentée par le membre pour laRiviere-de-la-Paix. Jai applaudit
sa participation et édification en avancant la culture et la langue
franco-albertaine.

Mr. Spesker, | applaud the involvement in recognizing and
advancing francophone Albertans culture and language by the
Member for Peace River. Bill 204 isan opportunity for the province
to acknowledge the cultura role and the heritage of Alberta's
francophone community by including as an official emblem of
Alberta the Franco-Albertan emblem.

The francophone community is strongly represented throughout
Alberta. Over 334,000 Albertans are of French descent, with over
66,000 considered native French speakers and over 205,000 able to
speak some French, like myself.

Prominent cultural groups have helped to lay the foundation for
the great multicultural society that we enjoy and live in today.
Alberta is a growing multilingual society. Nationally there have
been considerable increases in the number of multilingual Canadi-
ans. Multilingualism can help reduce fedlings of isolation and
marginalization and also increase understanding by al of us as
Canadians.

4:50

Looking into the past, the history of Franco-Albertans dates back
to the early days of exploration in Canada as Europeans of French
descent charted expeditions across our great country and, in fact,
across the North American continent. The ancestors of Franco-
Albertanswere among thefirst to settle on the vast prairie, aong our
riversand lakes, and these explorers and voyageurs cameto Alberta
and established communities in the hope of a prosperous future.

It should be noted that many historians conclude that Pierre and
Francois de La V érendrye were among the first European explorers
to reach the Rocky Mountains, in 1741. Lessthan 10 yearslater 10
Frenchmen from PortagelaPrairiein Manitobatravelled up the Bow
River to Albertaand eventually settled and built apost on the site of
what is now Calgary.

Back to the present. Franco-Albertans are participating in over
200 regional and community organizations. As you heard before,
Mr. Speaker, the Francophone Secretariat, one of the organizations
very important to our government, co-ordinates initiatives to
promote French language and culture to ensure that francophone
citizens are provided culturaly and linguistically appropriate
servicesin essential areas such as education, justice, and health.

| just want to name a few. For example, I'Association
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canadienne-francaise de I’ Alberta, ACFA, operates as a leader,
providing resources and direction for many francophone organiza-
tions and community initiatives. Le Conseil de développement
économique de I’ Alberta, CDEA, facilitates economic and tourism
development, strictly working for the interests of francophone
business, and provides a francophone Albertan with resources,
advice, consultation, and networking between Alberta and Quebec
and the French in France.

Also, we have the Centre daccueil et d établissement
d Edmonton, or CAE, an immigrant-serving agency helping
immigrating francophones from all parts of theworld. It assisted in
the development of the French version of the Welcome to Alberta
guide, which provides basic information about Alberta for new
immigrants. Servicesare consistent with our government priority of
providing a made-in-Alberta immigration strategy. Also a group
called Regroupement artistique francophone de I’ Alberta, RAFA,
recognizes the government of Alberta s Foundation for the Arts as
a provincia art service organization and provides services and
assistance in the francophone arts and associations.

Mr. Speaker, Alberta has been universally enhanced by the
cultural, social, historic, and economic contributionsof francophone
Albertans, and acknowledging the Franco-Albertan emblemisan act
of gratitude and appreciation historically which will strengthen the
solidarity of Albertans.

Now, Alberta signed Canada's Constitution and the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms accepting and supporting thelinguistic duality
of Canada. There are many members of the Assembly who repre-
sent Franco-Albertan constituents, so granting official emblem status
to the Franco-Albertan emblemwill be perceived asasincere thanks
to those constituents which have a historical . . .

The Speaker: | hesitate to interrupt the hon. Member for Cagary-
Fort, but thetimelimit for consideration of thisbusinesshasnow | eft
us.

head: Motions Other than Gover nment Motions
Mr. Flaherty: The hon. Member for St. Albert.

Teachers Unfunded Pension Liability

503. Mr. Flaherty moved:
Beit resolved that the L egislative Assembly urge the govern-
ment to recognize the unfunded liability in the teachers
pension plan asapublic debt that should be addressed as soon
as possible in order to reduce the unfairly high contribution
rates of Albertateachers and increase the resources available
for classroom services.

Mr. Flaherty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Anunfunded liability isthe
amount by which liabilities exceed assets. The Alberta teachers
pension plan had a$7.1 billion unfunded liability as of August 31,
'06. Put simply, an unfunded liability isapension account funding
shortfall. In 1992 the government committed to paying two-thirds,
$4.6 hillion, and the teachers committed to paying one-third, $2.3
billion. According to the ATA, at present, based on this funding
scheme, theunfunded liability isexpected to increase each year until
it reaches about $14 billion in 2045, after which it will rapidly
diminish until it is eliminated by 2060.

Teachers now pay approximately 4.25 per cent, and the govern-
ment pays 7.25 per cent, meaning that the teachers are paying a
much higher proportion than most recent agreementsthat have been
laid out. The problem with the 1992 dedl is that, one, the province
isnot debt-free. Thecurrent unfunded liability is$7.1 billion. Two,

teachers, particularly after 1992, are paying for an inherited debt.
Three, according to the ATA, in 2005 Alberta teachers paid 12 per
cent of their salary for apension plan, compared to B.C. whichis8.1
per cent, Saskatchewan which is 7.7 per cent, and Ontario whichis
7.8 per cent. Four, teacher contributions to the fund have not been
met because the government reduced teachers salaries and the
number of teaching positions.

If you look across Canada, we seethat in 2005 the government in
Newfoundland and Labrador paid the entirety of the teachers
pension plan unfunded liability, totalling $2 billion, in exchangefor
a four-year collective agreement which included a wage freeze in
years 1 and 2, and 3 per cent increasesin years 3 and 4. In March
Manitoba put $1.5 billion towards the unfunded liability in the
teachers' pension plan, covering 75 per cent of the liability. The
province took out aloan to cover the amount, which was cal cul ated
as saving money in the long run.

What is the government’s position on the unfunded liability?
Well, the Premier has looked at this and said that it should be
resolved and has asked in a letter outlined to the Minister of
Education that he initiate negotiations on options for a reasonable,
long-term solution to the teachers' unfunded pension liability issue.
Thisisvery promising.

During the recent leadership campaign the now-Premier wanted
to resolve theissue of the unfunded liability in the Albertateachers
retirement fund through a framework agreement similar to those
established in other jurisdictions. He said:

| have clearly stated that the Teacher's Pension Fund unfunded
liability is amatter for the Government and the ATA to negotiate a
fina, fair and lasting resolution. | would never use such an
emotional matter as a bargaining chip in the heat of a labour
dispute. It doesn’t matter any more how we got to this point, | have
aways bargained in good faith and know that solutions can aways
be found if we don't create unreasonable deadlines or prejudice
negotiations before we' ve even sat down at the table.

The now Minister of Finance examined an indexed increase in
teachers' salaries and an assumption of an unfunded liability in the
teachers’ pension fund in return for a 10-year moratorium on |abour
action.

In the campaign the present minister of health in an interview at
the ATA said:

The Albertagovernment should take responsibility for all of the pre-
1992 unfunded liability regardless of how it arose. The unfunded
liability is a burden on young teachers, who will never benefit from
it, and a disincentive to people entering and staying in the profes-
sion. Government needs to work with the ATA and school boards
to reach an agreement under which the government would take
immediate responsibility for the teacher portion of the liability.
Government should pay it off over afive-year period, and it should
be clearly identified separate and apart from monies budgeted for
the current education system.

This government has also included $40 million for a lump-sum
payment for aportion of the government’ s share of the management
employees’ pension plan unfunded pension liability in the 2006-07
supplementary supply. The Libera caucus position is this: the
unfunded liability is a problem that will only get worse if action is
not taken.

5:00

There are three major reasons to resolve this unfunded liability
problem, we believe. Fiscal responsibility. The unfunded liability
will only increaseif action is not taken now. It is predicted that the
unfunded liability, if the current rate isleft in place, could reach up
to $45 billion in 2060. Strengthen the education system is part (b):
difficulty recruiting and retaining new teachers. Currently teachers
in Alberta are contributing to their pension plan at the highest rate
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in Canada. This rate has increased significantly since a deal was
reached in 1992. The Alberta Teachers Association and theformer
education minister have pointed out that the unfunded liability
discourages new teachers from entering thefield. Itisalso reported
to affect the retention of new teachers.

Increased funding for education. Currently spending on teachers
unfunded liability ishoused within the educati on budget even though
this funding has no real impact on learning outcomes. This both
skews the amount of funding that is provided to education and
potentially also represents money that could have been spent
elsawhere within education and areas that would have directly
impacted students and learning.

The third aspect is improved labour stability. The unfunded
liability has led to tense labour relations between teachers and the
provincial government, which may lead to strikes, stalled negotia-
tions, et ceterain the monthsto come. A previousresolution to the
unfunded liability was offered to teachersin exchange for 10 years
of guaranteed labour peace. Thiswas viewed by some as coercive.

Fairness. Teachers are paying for benefits they won't receive.
The percentage of the pension payments that is put towards the
unfunded liability is paying down a problem that new teachers had
no part in creating and from which they will not benefit.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Creek.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. I’'m pleased to havethis
opportunity to speak to Motion 503, which seeks to address the
unfunded liability issue in the Alberta teachers' pension plan, or
what' sformally called the Albertateachers’ retirement fund, | guess.
I"d a'so like to thank the hon. Member for St. Albert for raising the
issue because | know that both of us would like to have this matter
addressed and resolved, and I'm sure that virtually all members of
the House would feel somewhat similar to that.
| hope it wouldn’t be the case, but as worded, | suspect that the
motion might well fail. 1'm not trying to be presumptuous and
foretell the votes in the House, but just looking at it, it suggests to
me that it might be at risk of failing. Yet | know that the hon.
member is very sincere in having brought it forward, so in that
particular vein of thought | would like to propose an amendment. |
would like to move that Mation 503 be amended by striking out “as
apublic debt that should be addressed as soon as possible in order
toreducetheunfairly high contribution ratesof Albertateachersand
increase the resources available for classroom services’ and in their
placesubstitute” andimmediately initiate negotiationson optionsfor
a reasonable long term solution to the teachers’ unfunded pension
liability issue.”
Mr. Speaker, the amended motion would then read as follows:
Be it resolved that the Legislative Assembly urge the Government
to recognize the unfunded liability in the Teachers' Pension Plan and
immediately initiate negotiations on options for a reasonable long
term solution to the teachers' unfunded pension liability issue.
| would then like to spesk to the amendment.

The Speaker: To the hon. member and to al members — please
continue with the circulation of the amendment —thisamendment is
to amotion of aprivate member, Motion 503. If hon. memberstake
alook at the document in front of us, hon. members will note that
there are no signatures of either Parliamentary Counsel. In other
words, as part of our tradition Parliamentary Counsel is expected to
look at the proposed amendments, and if they choose because of the
practices of our Assembly to advise the chair, they advise the chair
by not having their initials on the amendment.

The chair was aware of this earlier today, and there' s reason for
us to do this. First of all, the absence of their approva does not
mean that the proposed amendment i sautomatically out of order, but
it simply means it is drawn to the position of the chair. Hon.
members know that thisisaprivate member’s matter. Thechair has
looked at that, heard the words, and basicaly is of the view that the
amendment does change the intent of the motion.

In keeping with tradition, particularly since 1997, while I’ ve had
the privilege of being your Speaker, a great deal of deference is
shown by the chair to the position of private members and the
business of private members. There's limited opportunity for
members to have their motions considered by the Assembly. Even
prior to the arrival of my position in the chair in 1993, when major
amendments were made to the Standing Orders, there was a spirit of
those amendments that the work and the advocacy of private
members was to be paramount in the Assembly. Successive
Speakers have limited the scope of acceptable amendments to
private members’ motions so that their intent is not substantially
altered.

| particularly refer members to page 273 of Alberta Hansard for
March 2, 1999, for an example of a purported amendment to a
private member’s motion which was ruled out of order. By ruling
it out of order, it could not proceed.

In this case the proposed amendment would remove any reference
to “unfairly high contribution rates of Alberta teachers,” which
seems central to the motion.

The chair would also like to note that there is a spirit of co-
operation that has devel oped in this Assembly sincewe havearrived
here in the spring of 2007, and the chair would work in accordance
with themood, the new mood of the Assembly, to seewhether or not
we can find a solution to this.

The solution that the chair would suggest would be that the chair
would ask the member for St. Albert, the sponsor of the motion, to
advise whether heis of the view that the amendment isin keeping
with the intent of hismotion. If he agrees and advisesthe chair that
the amendment isin keeping with the intent of the motion, then the
chair would be inclined to allow the amendment to be moved, and
it would be subject to debate and subject to avote on the floor. If
the member doesn’t agree, then the chair will enforce the ruling that
the purported amendment is out of order and cannot be moved.

So to the hon. Member for St. Albert, would you be supportive of
the amendment? Y ou may advise me by standing and saying yes or
no.

Mr. Flaherty: Well, Mr. Speaker, I’ m somewhat uneasy herein the
sense — can | go through you and ask a question about the amend-
ment? Am | alowed to do that? I'm not clear on one part of the
amendment, and that’ stheword “options.” Maybe I’ m out of order
here but anyway: “immediately initiate negotiations on options.”
That'slike apicturewithonly . . .

The Speaker: | think, hon. member, we have a greater difficulty
now because the chair cannot beinvolved in the debate and the chair
isnot in aposition to know what the word would mean by a person
with the intended amendment. Clearly, what | need to know in
keeping the process moving is whether or not the member for St.
Albert would say yes or no to the proposed amendment.

Mr. Flaherty: Yes.

The Speaker: Then that being the case — you may sit down now —
the House has beforeit an amendment that it will now consider. The
debate now is on the amendment. That is the subject: not the
motion, it's the amendment to the motion.
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Hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Creek, would you like to
proceed then?

5:10

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the hon.
Member for St. Albert. I'll start by immediately addressing the
question that he has put forward. Theword “options’ simply means
that we shouldn’t try and preclude some clever and possibly brilliant
solutions and methods and so on that might still form part of the
discussion process because, as we know, thisisavery complex and
complicated issue and numerous attempts have been held in the past
to one way or ancther try and addressit. So al I'm trying to point
out here is that the word “options’ is a friendly word there, hon.
member, and | don’t think that it will be a difficulty whatsoever.
The spirit here is to address this liability and put in place a mecha-
nism to have it resolved.

With that, I'll go on for the other eight minutes | have. Perhaps
I won't. | would just ask for the question to be called.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Well, that would be an impossibility. There are a
number of speakerswho would like to participate this afternoon, so
I'll proceed in this immediate order: the hon. Member for
Edmonton-Calder, followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-
Rutherford, and a number of the members have advised me as well.
If there are more, please advise me.

Mr. Eggen: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Certainly, in the spirit
of anew mood — | find that intriguing — perhapswe can pursuea ong
that line. | certainly expect the mood to be always consistent in
looking for what’ sbest for the popul ation and using debate construc-
tively. If that’ sthe case, then certainly I’ m happy to participate with
that.

| have before me the amendment to which I'm speaking to.
Whilst it seemsto perhaps capture some of the intention of the hon.
Member for St. Albert’s original motion, | think it sort of servesto
somewhat emasculate that same motion that he put out there, so |
find it a little bit difficult. But then atool from my own teaching
career came back to me, which is the Venn diagram, right? The
V enn diagram seeksto find some commonality inside of two perhaps
divergent thoughts. So by using this amendment and drawing a
Venn diagram around that and then with the hon. member’ soriginal
motion, we do find some common ground; that is, to at least have an
acknowledgement that there is a problem.

It's an education problem only to the extent where it limits the
capacity for our profession to attract new teachers and perhaps puts
some constraints on labour recruitments. But, essentidly, it isa
financial problem. You know, when we're looking to ensure, Mr.
Speaker, that wein fact close our debts off, which | believe that the
Conservative government has endeavored to do and made their first
priority for many, many years, then thisisaglaring problemthat has
escaped notice, or it'sjust been neglected for so many years.

As | said, in the spirit of finding something in common, the
amendment from the hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Creek does
perhaps at least send us in the right direction, so | would in fact
support this amended motion.

It' sasthough you' relooking for somedirection, and thedirection
isthat ultimately we have to addressthe unfunded liability problem,
not just for the teachers in this province but for the economic well-
being of this whole province and the well-being of our public
education system. So if thismotion isan intention to move forward
—and I’'mlooking for direction from not just our Education minister
but from the Finance minister and the Treasury Board president, of

course, hon. sir — then, you know, | think we'll al be better off for
trying to address this somehow.

Theonly question or quibblethat | havewith thisamendment, Mr.
Speaker, is using this “long term” as part of the language. It says,
“options for a reasonable long term solution to the teachers
unfunded pension liability issue.” | guess that technically we do
have at present along-term plan, but it involves a ballooning debt
and, you know, quite an imposition, a cloud over the profession for
many, many years. So | think we need to ensure that long-term in
fact doesn’t mean the rest of the careers of these teachers that are
just now entering into the profession, but we deal with thisin amost
expedient and immediate sort of manner.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford,
followed by the Minister of Education, then the hon. Member for
Cardston-Taber-Warner, the hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity, and
the hon. Member for Calgary-L ougheed.

Mr. R. Miller: Mr. Speaker, is it my understanding that we're
speaking to the amendment now and not to the main motion?

The Speaker: Yes.

Mr. R. Miller: Mr. Speaker, | would actually wish that we could
dispense with this question as soon as possible so that we coul d desl
with the actual issue at hand, so I’m going to save my comments,
and | would ask the indulgence of al other members to save their
commentsfor the actual issue. If we could get to that debate, that is
what | would wish we would do.

The Speaker: Isthe hon. Minister of Education choosing to speak
on the amendment?

Mr. Liepert: No.
The Speaker: |s the hon. Member for Cardston-Taber-Warner on
the amendment? No.

The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity on the amendment?

Mr. Chase: No.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Lougheed on the
amendment?

Mr. Rodney: No.
The Speaker: Okay. Then shall we call the question?
Hon. Members. Question.
[Motion on amendment carried)]
The Speaker: Okay. So now we have a motion that's been
amended. We will proceed, then, with the debate on the motion as
amended.

Hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Creek, you want to get back in?
Mr. Zwozdesky: Yes. I'dliketo start.
The Speaker: We're dealing with time here now, and | don’t think

that's appropriate anyway. You've aready participated.
The hon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford.
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Mr. R. Miller: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It is my
pleasureto rise this afternoon and speak to Motion 503 as amended.
| thank the members of the House for allowing us to move forward
with this. The mostimportant thing, | believe, isthat we discussthe
issue, and just how it’ sdescribed in themotion, asyou’ll know from
the comments made earlier, isn't the most important thing. It's
actually the issue.

Now, Mr. Speaker, my hon. colleague from St. Albert made a
number of references to the importance of dealing with this un-
funded liability as soon as possible. He pointed out that there are
two very important aspects to his Motion 503, the first being the
educational component; that is, involving theattraction and retention
of teachers, the freeing up of hundreds of millions of dollars for
front-line educational services, and the possibility of improving
labour stability given the number of agreements that are up for
renewal thissummer and fall. But thereisalso another aspect to this
motion which isin my mind equally as important, if not more so,
and that is the fiscal responsibility aspect of the unfunded liability.

Mr. Speaker, for the past two and a half years| have been asking
questions in this House of the Education minister and the Finance
minister, trying to have thisissue addressed. 1t sno secret anymore,
| don’t believe, that thetotal unfunded liability at thispointisnearly
$7 billion, and this will grow to some $45 billion over the next
number of yearsif it's not addressed now and beforeit is eventually
paid down by the end of the agreement, which was aready men-
tioned to bein the year 2060.

One of the reasons, Mr. Speaker, that the Official Opposition was
willing to go along with the amended motion, which removes the
dreaded “d” word that the government is so afraid of, the “debt”
word, is that, in fact, this is aready recognized as a debt in the
government’s own accounting. Whether or not government
members recognize it as a debt, whether or not they like the word
“debt” really isn’t theissue. The bottom line is that on page 25 of
the consolidated statement of financial position from last year's
annud report, under Liabilitiesthereisalineitemthat shows$5.435
billionin pension obligations. Sothereisabsolutely no question, no
ifs, ands, or buts that thisis a debt.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, nearly $13 billion &l together in debt is
currently held by this government, and by far the largest portion of
that is the pension obligations. So for anybody, whether it be a
member of thisgovernment or somebody el se, to go around and talk
about Alberta being debt free is simply, categorically wrong. We
have adebt. We have many debts: $13 billionintotal. But as| say,
thelargest by far isthe pension obligations at nearly $5.5 billion this
year.

5:20

Now, Mr. Speaker, | mentioned the fact that by addressing this
debt, we could free up literally millions of dollarsthat could be used
for funding front-line services. | know that that wasin the original
motion, before it was amended. Whether we're talking about the
original motion or the amended version of it doesn’t change the fact
that in the 2004-05 year actual dollars spent to fund the unfunded
portion of the teachers' liability were $124 million. That's fore-
casted to have been $145 million in 2005-06. The estimate for the
2006-2007 year, which ended on Saturday, is $152 million. Those
are numbers out of the budget documents, directly out of the
educational portion of the budget, and those are numbersthat would
be freed up were this government to address the unfunded teachers
pension ligbility in its entirety.

Now, | mentioned, Mr. Speaker, that the debt will grow and
accumulate a total cost to Alberta taxpayers of $45 billion over the
remaining 53 years of the agreement as it currently stands. One

indication | think of just how bad an agreement thisis in today’s
fiscal reality is that a child born today who 22 years from now
becomes ateacher will pay for this unfunded portion of the pension
their entire career. For an agreement that was put into placein 1992,
15 years before they were born, and they become ateacher 22 years
from now, they will pay the equivalent of a car payment every
month for their entire career. Sounds rather ludicrous to me.

Mr. Speaker, | think my colleague from St. Albert mentioned that
just two weeks ago in this Assembly the government passed
supplementary spending, which approved $40 million to addressthe
government’s share of the unfunded liability in the management
employees’ pension plan. That was off-budget spending, | might
remind al members. There's an example of the government
recoghizing that they had a share of an unfunded pension liability.
They recognized that they had money in the bank, and they recog-
nized that in thelong run it was the best thing to do for taxpayersto
pay off their portion of that fund. All we're asking is for them to
takethe same principleand apply it herewith the unfunded teachers
pension liability.

To put it into terms, Mr. Speaker, that the average Albertan can
relateto: when you get your monthly credit card statement, you have
the option of paying a minimum monthly payment, or you can pay
thebalancein full, or you can pay some portion thereof aslong asit
meetsthe minimum. What we' ve been doing in thisprovincefor the
last severa yearsis paying the minimum monthly payment. When
you’ ve got money in the bank to the extent that this government has,
it does not make fiscal sense to sit on that money and continue to
pay only the minimum monthly payment.

Relate it to amortgage: samething. We've got a$7 billion debt.
We have, Mr. Spesker, in short-term savings alone approximately
$14 billion in the bank today. | just can’t imagine how anybody
could make areasonable argument for fiscal responsibility not to be
addressing at |east a portion of this debt. Pay down that principal,
and save us some money down the road.

Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, it’stime that we had that debate. | would
encouragethe Finance minister, the President of the Treasury Board,
and the Education minister to look seriously at dipping into the
sustainability account as an example. Everybody knows that in the
Fiscal Responsibility Act the section that refersto the sustainability
account literally refers to making balance sheet improvements. |If
we've got in excess of $4.5 billion more in that fund than what
legidlation requiresusto hold in that fund, here’' s a perfect opportu-
nity to address balance sheet improvements. My fear is that if we
don’t do that, with ageneral electionlooming sometime either later
this year or in the year 2008, we're going to see a spending spree
like we've not seen before. Here's a perfect and legitimate reason
to be using some of that money now.

Finaly, Mr. Speaker, | think it's legitimate to point out the
concerns that many people have expressed to me over the last
several days. Once | became aware of the fact that the government
was going to move this amended wording, | was busily consulting
stakeholders, whether it be teachers, members of the ATA executive
council, and so forth, and their question is exactly that which the
hon. Member for St. Albert asked: what does “reasonable” mean?
There's no question that the will of this Assembly this afternoon
appears to be to move this forward, to move the yardsticks and get
us along the path to addressing this most seriousissue. Obviously,
with the amended wording “reasonable” isopen to interpretation, as
is“long-term.”

The Member for Edmonton-Calder mentioned the fact that we do
— and it's not just technicaly, | would say to the Member for
Edmonton-Calder, but it isafact. We do have along-term agree-
ment in place right now. It extends another 53 years. | would
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implore the government that if, in fact, they're going to vote in
favour of thismotion asit’ samended, 53 yearsdoesn’t cut it. Forty-
three years doesn't cut it. We have to address this, and we have to
address it now and to a substantial extent, not just throw alittle bit
of money at it in the budget and hope that it will make teachers
happy and make fiscal watchdogs like myself happy but some
serious commitment to addressing the reality that this unfunded
liability placesin front of us.

Mr. Speaker, | don’t believethat there’ sbeen any timesince 1992,
when this agreement was first reached, where we' ve been in abetter
position to address the unfunded pension liability.

The Speaker: The Minister of Education, followed by the hon.
Member for Cardston-Taber-Warner, the Member for Calgary-
Varsity, the Member for Calgary-Lougheed.

Mr. Liepert: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Itismy pleasure
to make afew comments. First of al, | would like to thank the hon.
Member for Edmonton-Mill Creek for moving an amendment that
I think more clearly recognizes the issue before us and the Member
for St. Albert for agreeing to that amendment. Unlike the Member
for Edmonton-Rutherford, who hasjust been speaking, | want to talk
about the possibilities that exist here in dealing with this and not
politicize the event.

If | heard the hon. member correctly, | think | heard him say that
we' vegot $14 billioninthe bank. Ishe suggesting for aminute that
we should take money out of the heritage fund? Thisis the same
group that is standing there talking about putting 30 per cent of
nonrenewabl eresourcesin the heritage fund, and now you’ re saying
that we should write a cheque for $7 billion from the heritage fund.
You can't suck and blow at the same time, member.

Mr. Speaker, this particular issue is all about recruitment and
retention. It’sall about encouraging our best young studentsto enter
the teaching profession and keeping them there. That’s why we're
going to address this issue. We're not going to address it for
political reasons, as this hon. member keeps talking about.

Aswe stand here today, Mr. Speaker, we have an agreement that
was signed in 1992 by the Alberta government and by the Alberta
Teachers Association in good faith. We're going to try and
improve upon that agreement, but at the end of the day, if we don’t
get improvement on that agreement, we have an agreement in place,
and if that’ s the resolution, then we'll stick with it.

What we have before us, Mr. Speaker, isan agreement that will be
negotiated. It will take some time, and we will do it fairly, and it
will be done with the Alberta Teachers' Association. There was
some mention about school boards. We would be happy to have
input from school boards, but let’s makeit clear that school boards
responsibilities are to negotiate saaries with ATA locdls, to
negotiate contracts with their ATA locals. The unfunded pension
liability is an agreement between the Alberta government and the
Alberta Teachers' Association, and that's how it will be addressed.

| want to just very briefly touch upon some of the comments that
were made relative to somehow, because we' ve got this unfunded
liahility, it's taking money out of the education system. Well, that
isjust —well, | won't say what that is. We spent in this province
over $5 billion in this budget year, and | suggest that it'll probably
increase when the Minister of Finance brings down his budget on
April 19. That's some $27.9 million per school day on educationin
Alberta.  So to somehow leave the impression that students
education is not being served because we have this 1992 agreement
in placeisjust not correct.

5:30
| just wanted to make those few comments, Mr. Speaker, to set the

record straight. Thisgovernment will addresstheissue. Wewill not
politicizeit. Wewill get adeal that isgood for teachers and is good
for the taxpayer.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Cardston-Taber-Warner,
followed by the hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity.

Mr. Hinman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It'saprivilege to stand up
and to speak to the amended Motion 503 and the problem that we're
facing here in the province for some 15 years on this unfunded
liability, theteachers’ pension plan. Thereareafew points, | guess,
that I'd like to bring forward. It's always about economics when
we' re doing things: what we can and what we can’t afford. We need
to look at things and put our House in order.

But to go back to 1992, when this deal was signed, | believe the
number was approximately $2 billion, between $1.9 billion and $2
billion. Had the government at that point put it into their plan on
reducing or eliminating the debt, | believe that we would have been
out in 2005.

Thedebate has continued —who' sgoing to doit and what portion?
— and there has been far too much politics involved in it. | agree
with the hon. Education minister that it’ stimethat politicsget pulled
out of this and we start in a fashionable and an economical way of
addressing this.

My biggest concern with the motion is the “ options for areason-
able long-term solution.” | think it has been along-term problem,
but I’'m asking the Finance minister and the hon. President of the
Treasury Board: it has been long-term already, and it's time to
address it with amuch faster and appropriate method, especialy in
times of surplus right now. We have the means to addressiit.

Newfoundland, which is not in such a good position, has ad-
dressed their unfunded liability, and | would urge the government
that when our budget comes out, this is addressed in a major way.
The reason why it needsto be, in my opinion, addressed in a major
and quick fashion — | would hope that within five years at the very
longest this would be addressed — is that what happened by not
giving that fund the $2 billion in 1992 has really damaged the long-
term, | guess, size of the fund.

When we look back to the Ontario teachers’ fund, the Quebec
pension plan, and those other ones, it’s been aboomtime. Had that
money been in there, then even their one-third portion perhaps
would be made up and they wouldn’t be in such aterrible situation
now. But having no money in there definitely has been to the
detriment of the teachers' pension fund. So | would hope that we
would addressit quickly, fairly and realize at | east our share and put
in the $5.1 billion and let them start investing it in amajor way.

The other area that | would like to address, though, with the
teachers' pension fund — and this concerns all Albertans — is that
their pension fund is 2 per cent over 35 years, so 70 per cent of
sdary after 35 years of serviceto our good youth in this provinceis
addressed. But .4 of that 2 per cent comes from the Canadapension
fund, and the problem that we always seem to forget in thisis that
the Canada pension fund is aso an unfunded liability. Last year |
believe the Finance minister spoke of an extra $60 billion-plus to
that. In order to truly secure the future for all Albertans and the
ATA, we need to look at having an Alberta pension fund that is
funded and not | eft unfunded. The Quebec pension planisvery well
funded at over a hundred billion dollars, | believe now, and their
futureis secure. But we don’'t want Albertans and teachers to lose
possibly 15 per cent of their 70 per cent because of afailing Canada
pension plan.

Onceagain, last year the Finance minister talked about the Canada
pension plan and our possible necessity to look after that, and I’ d say
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that that also is where we should be funding our future liability, an
Alberta pension plan aswell as making sure that we fund our share
of the teachers' pension plan. Therefore, the future will remain
bright. We'll have an opportunity. | hope, like | say, that for this
amendment the long term will only be looking at the past and the
short-term future and that it’ll be addressed in this coming budget.
We don’t want to continue the lost opportunity.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-L ougheed.

Mr. Chase: Thank you. | would like to begin by correcting the
Minister of Education’s false financial assumptions. The hon.
Member for Edmonton-Rutherford never suggested using any of the
money from the heritage trust fund. In fact, a Liberal government
would build up the heritage trust fund to the point that by 2020 the
heritage trust fund would have risen to $120 billion given today’'s
economic reality.

However, | would like to point out both to the Minister of
Education and the hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Creek that you
can paint awhite horse with black stripesand call it azebra, but that
doesn’'t make it so. You can stick ahorn on its forehead and call it
aunicorn, but that doesn’t make it so. The fact that the unfunded
liability is still a debt whether it's taken out of this amendment or
not — Albertans have the intelligence, especialy those from the
constituency of Calgary-Varsity, to know when a debt is a debt.

We have an unfunded liability debt approaching $7 billion just
withintheteachers' unfunded liability. Let’ sadd another billionand
a half of other public unfunded pensions to that amount, so we're
getting closer to the $9 billion mark. Theformer Infrastructure and
Transportation minister can correct meif I’ mwrong, but | would say
that lowballing the infrastructure deficit — and I’ m not talking new
construction — would probably be in the area of $10 billion. So
guess what? We're close to $19 billion now of dedicated debt.

Now, the Education minister and the Minister of Infrastructure
and Transportation think that P3s are the next best thing to sliced
Wonder Bread. Well, guesswhat? They'redebt too. Solet’sthrow
on the cost for just the portion of the Anthony Henday that’s under
aP3. That brings our debt up to closer to $20 billion. The Conser-
vatives can say al they like, they can manipulate words, but
Albertans are smart enough to know when a debt is a debt.

However, | do agree with the Minister of Education’s assumption
or statement — | shouldn’t say that it's an assumption; it's a state-
ment that | agree with — that we' ve got to stop politicizing. We've
got to stop using teachers as pawns. We'vegot to look at the future,
and the teachers and parents and grandparents are the ones most
responsiblefor forming the young mindsand establishing asuccess-
ful future for the province of Alberta.

So we've got to address the debt. Weasel words like “options,”
“reasonable,” and “long-term” don’t truly address the debt. We
don’t need |ong-term sol utionsthat are going to cost us upwardsand
exceeding $50 billion if it doesn’t get resolved in the next 53 years.
We need smart short-term solutions. We need to work together both
as government and opposition to get thisright. We cannot continue
in this conflicted mode and teachers and new teachersin generations
to follow be saddled with this debt.

Two-thirds of this debt, which will continue to grow, belongs to
thegovernment. Premier Klein, theindividua who liked theidea of
being on autopilot, made the statement that we need to fool proof our
government’ s solutions so that in the event of aLiberal government
being elected, they couldn’t screw it up. Well, let me tell you: that

advent is coming sooner than you might think, and | would love to
work with you to resolve this one of many debts.
Thank you.

5:40
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Lougheed.
If additional members want to participate, please advise.

Mr. Rodney: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm glad we're not
overpoliticizing here today. | am pleased to rise today to speak in
support of the amended motion as presented by the MLA for
Edmonton-Mill Creek. But, first a clarification: the hon. Member
for Calgary-Varsity wanted to clarify a few numbers. | thought I
might have clarified that one-third of the debt is actudly the
teachers’ portion. | know thisbecausethisisan issuethat’scloseto
home for me. Many of my relatives, including my dad, are educa-
tors. | was ateacher and an administrator for 13 years, as well, at
each level.

Now, inthat time| learned very, very well that Alberta sfutureis
in the hands of our studentsand it’ sin the hands of our teachersand
administratorswho are ensuring these students haverich, rewarding
learning experiences. It'sin the hands of al of uswho are working
together to shape our education system to be the very best in the
world.

We have alot of parentsin this fine House, and they know very
well that education has an incredible influence on children’s daily
lives and on their future hopes and aspirations. They care very
deeply in thisHouse, and they care very deeply across the province.
| a so know that staff down theroad at AlbertaEducation strivedaily
to keep ahead of the curve, and they understand what demands will
be placed on our children and youth when they leave school. They
care very deeply as well. Every day we see teachersin our class-
rooms showing that they are aso very, very concerned.

I think we've all seen first-hand the dedication of teachers to
children and youth in their classrooms. When students are enthused
about learning, they develop a hunger to learn more and they
develop an ability to think critically for themselves, and that's
certainly something worth celebrating. We cel ebrate becauseit took
alot of effort, morethan the student will probably ever know unless,
of course, they themselves become a teacher one day. When we
celebrate, because our society is better for every student who
devel opstheseattributes, we cel ebratethe great education systemwe
have.

An Hon. Member: What's the relevance?

Mr. Rodney: The system works because of the great teachers,
because of the world-class curriculum, because of the standards and
assessmentsthat arein place. It works, and it will continue to work
as new and innovative ways to enhance and deliver education
together are explored. How do we accomplish this? Three ways:
keeping lines of communication open, recognizing a shared,
common goa when it comes to educating our children and youth,
and working together to find solutionsthat serve in the best interest
of the student. Really, that’swhat thisis all about.

We have one such solution presented to us today in the amended
motion. Asthe hon. Minister of Education has suggested, it serves
no purpose to politicize thisissue. It really comes down to some-
thing quite simple. If students are to continue to achieve their best,
whether it's graduating from high school into the job market or
pursuing postsecondary education, this can only be accomplished
with qualified, quality teachersin the classroom every day.

Asthehon. Minister of Education stated, it sall about recruitment
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and retention. So you ask therelevance: in order to attract and keep
the brightest and most creative teachers, we need to make it
attractive for them to come to work in Alberta and to stay working
in Alberta. One way to do that, very simply, is to address the
unfunded pension liability for our young teachersin the classrooms
now and in thefuture. 1t'ssimply for that reason, Mr. Speaker, that
| support the amended motion.
| would like to thank you, sir.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar.

Rev. Abbott: Wdll, thank you, Mr. Speaker. | wasn't redly
planning on speaking to the motion today, but certainly the debate
has intrigued me and drawn mein. First of al, I’d liketo say that |
would like to speak in support of the motion as amended, and |
certainly would like to thank the hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill
Creek for putting forward that amendment. | know that he has done
alot of work on this as the former minister of Education, now as a
very, very hard-working MLA, working on behalf of his constituents
but also on behalf of all teachersin Alberta

Mr. Speaker, | just want to say that thisis an issue that we as a
caucus, the Progressive Conservative caucus, have been certainly
concerned about and working on for, | would say, anumber of years
now. It'ssomething that we have brought forward. We' ve sat down
withthelocal ATA presidents. We' ve sat down with representatives
fromthe ATA, and we' ve discussed thisissue, | would say, in great
detail. We' vereceived packages, handouts, letters, et cetera. We've
received in-depth analysisfrom paid professionalswith regard to the
best course of action to deal with thisissue, and certainly it is an
issue.

Mr. Speaker, we know that if we deal with this sooner rather than
later, it will be beneficial to the taxpayers. It will be beneficial to
theteachers. It will just be abetter thing to do. That'swhy | amin
support of this motion.

| think that it is unfortunate, some of the rhetoric that’ s happened
today from the other side of the House: finger pointing and thiskind
of thing coming from the opposition, one member calling hisfellow
member a weasel for accepting certain amendments. It's just
unfortunate, Mr. Speaker, because, quite frankly, | think that the
motion as amended is a good one. This amendment is something
that | think we as the government side of the House should support,
and certainly | would urge my colleagues to do that.

Mr. Speaker, as | read the new motion, it says:

Beit resolved that the Legislative Assembly urge the government to
recognize the unfunded liability in the teachers' pension plan and
immediately initiate negotiations on options for a reasonable long-
term solution to the teachers' unfunded pension liability issue.
| think that that is the key right there: negotiations. We find that
negotiations do work. Aswe all sit down around the table, we talk
about theissue. We bring theseissuesout. We get all thefacts, the
real facts, the real figures on the table. Then | think that we can
reach an agreement on this.

Again, | have to reiterate that | certainly support the ATA's
position that thisis something that we could and should deal within
the near future rather than allow it to run its full course. Certainly,
theteachersare prepared to bring something forwardin negotiations.
Obviously, we as a government need to be prepared to bring
something forward in negotiations. | think that our new Minister of
Education, that spoke so eloquently earlier, iscertainly theright man
for the job to do this.

| am certainly wanting to lend my support in any way when these
negotiationsbegin. Asonewho’sfollowed thisfor afew yearsnow

and certainly wants to see it resolved, | would just like to urge this
Assembly to support this motion and to get on with the business.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The President of the Treasury Board.

Mr. Snelgrove: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, I'm going to take
alittle bit of adifferent tack on this, and | think it comes right back
to my personal experience. | think we do most of the teaching
profession a disservice when we say that if we just give them more
money, We're going to have better teachers. The teachers that |
know that | respected the most, that taught me the most, wouldn’t
have done it better if you had doubled their salary. Some of the
teachersthat tried to teach me and otherscouldn’t have doneit better
if they had doubled their salary. M ost peopl e enter teaching because
they loveit. Most teachers are doing something, quite candidly, that
they know they don't intend to get rich at. It'salittle bit like being
an MLA.

But, you know, it's not just teachers. Most firemen, most
policemen, most nurses go into the job they do because they love
doing it. We measure their salaries, and that’s how they measure, |
think, what you do at coffee time and see what you can get. | don't
begrudge anybody in thisworld trying to get all they can when they
sit at abargaining tableto doit. That'san age-old tradition that we
al use. Some useit better than others.

But | will say thisto the Bob Bachmans of the world and the Phil
McK erihans, the people that taught for yearsin Vermilion that did
have a huge effect and, | think, universally go through the classes:
the Dean McMullens, the Angus Smiths. The teachersthat literally
spent their livesdoing it really never cared much about what wasin
it for them. | think Dean got alittle more after he retired and went
to work for the ATA. But, | mean, there was a guy that was one of
the best teachers, one of the most respected people in our commu-
nity. So | think we're kind of not being fair to the teachers to sit
here and say that if we just look after this pension fund, all of a
sudden we'll have a whole bunch of better teachers, because we
won't. It will make their lives easier.

5:50

It will make it easier to determine what we have for liabilities
down theroad to even get it looked after. | don’t think for aminute
that we understand how much our liability into these pension funds
really is. Where we may think we have a funded pension in some
areas now, we may find years from now that we don’t. We'll have
to address these things as we move along. Thecritical thing hereis
to take the opportunity we' ve got as a government because of some
prudent financial management years ago, that gives us the opportu-
nity now to be a partner in this discussion with the ATA about
what’ sinthebest interests of the students of Alberta, of the teachers,
and of the taxpayers. The Rotarian creed would say, you know, that
it'sgot to befair for both sides. From my personal point of view, |
think the accountability in the classroom is as critical as any of the
other accounting we do with the pension plan.

So, | mean, | would like to see, and | hear many times in a row:
“We don’t mind paying the teachers a fair thing. We don't mind
that. But we'd sureliketo be ableto get rid of some of the onesthat
make many of the good teachers |ook bad.” Now, that’shorribleto
say, but ask your kids. 1’m not sure how many members still have
children in school, and the way my 17-year-old acts we might not
have children in school on any given day. But ask the kids what
they know. They know more than we give them credit for. Some
teachers deserve twice as much, and some should maybe go to Fort
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McMurray. But that’sadifferent debate. [interjection] Well, they
could make alot more money up there, and they'd be happier.

So the debate around the pension fund hasto be put in the context
of: thisisn’t going to give you better teachers; it's going to give us
a better idea of what we all owe. If you tell me that giving some-
body more money all of a sudden makes them better, | don’t buy it.
I look forward to the minister and to the ATA representativestalking
about this, being open and honest, and keeping in mind that it's
about the student, that it's about the taxpayer and aso about the
teacher.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

M s Pastoor: Well, thank you. | just have afew minutes here, but |
would like to make a couple of comments if | might. Again, the
words “reasonable” and “long term” are the two that I'm having
problemswith on thisone. | likethingsalittle bit tighter than that.

One of the other thingsisthat thereisno question in my mind that
adebt is adebt, and thisisadebt. The Minister of Education was
very theatrical, and I’'m sure that the people in the gallery to whom
he was probably playing appreciated it. One of the things that has
been brought up is the fact that we are politicizing the issue. The
question is: why isit being politicized? Why isit being politicized?
It's being politicized because it hasn’t been handled. Had it been
handled in the proper manner between thegovernment and the ATA,
all of theteachersand everyone el sethat has been complaining about
thiswould not havetried to bring it to the political peopleto haveit
brought out in the open. The problem is poaliticized becauseit’s not
being handled. It hasn't been handled properly from the very
beginning.

The other comment that | heard about: teachersand nursesgointo
their jobs for the love of doing it. I’'m anurse. Absolutely, | went
into thejob to do it. However, money is absolutely not theissue. |
have said time and time again that the reason that people areleaving
part of the socia areas of our livesis not because of the money but
because they’ re not being allowed to do the job that they know they
should bedoing. Wearegetting burnout, and | don’t think that some
of theseteachers are any different than the ones you were pertaining
to.

The Speaker: | hate to interrupt the hon. member, but we' ve now

arrived at the point in time where I’m going to have to call on the
hon. Member for St. Albert to close debate. Prior to that, might |
just call on the Minister of Education for an introduction of guests.
head: Introduction of Guests
(reversion)

Mr. Liepert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | just wanted to take the
opportunity for the House to recognize a former member of the
Legislature and the gentleman who | will be spending afair bit of
time with in rooms, arriving at afair and eguitable solution to the
unfunded teachers' pension liability. 1'd like to introduce the
president of the ATA, the newly elected president, Frank Bruseker.

head: Motions Other than Gover nment M otions

Teachers Unfunded Pension Liability
(continued)

The Speaker: | now call onthe hon. Member for St. Albert to close
the debate on the amended vote.

Mr. Flaherty: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. | want to thank the
other side for helping us to get this done. | think it is fair and
beneficial to all concerned, and | mean that specifically in terms of
the parents, the kids, and the teachers. 1’'m looking forward to the
minister — | didn’t realize the Minister of Education had a temper.
Loved it. | used to be able to play football, too, so you and | might
get into afight yet. So anyway, it's good, it'sfair, and | think it's
wonderful to seeit get on theroad. | hope we see an agreement as
soon as possible, and I'll call the vote.
Thank you.

[Motion Other than Government Motion 503 as amended carried]

The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader, do you want to
reply.

Mr. Renner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would liketo movethat we
cal it 6 0’ clock and adjourn until 1 o’ clock tomorrow afternoon.

[Motion carried; at 5:57 p.m. the Assembly adjourned]
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